
An Order for Evening Prayer 
on 1st Sunday After 
Epiphany 2021
Preparation

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Lead your people to freedom, O God.
And banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.

The minister may say

We have come together in the name of Christ to offer our 
praise and thanksgiving, to hear and receive God’s holy 
word, to pray for the needs of the world,
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit we may give ourselves to the service of 
God.

The following or another authorised confession and absolution is used - 

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ So let us 
turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in 
penitence and faith.
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned in thought, 
word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
you, our God. 

Amen.
May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Blessed are you, sovereign God, our light and our salvation; to you be 
glory and praise for ever. You led your people to freedom by a pillar of 
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. May we who walk in the light of 
your presence acclaim your Christ, rising victorious, as he banishes all 
darkness from our hearts and minds. Blessed be God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit:
Blessed be God for ever. 

An opening hymn may be sung.

Be still, my soul:  
the Lord is on your side; 
bear patiently the cross  
of grief and pain; 
leave to your God  
to order and provide; 
in every change  
he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul:  
your best, your heav'nly friend, 
through thorny ways,  
leads to a joyful end. 

Be still, my soul:  
your God will undertake 
to guide the future  
as he has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence  
let nothing shake, 
all now mysterious  
shall be clear at last. 
Be still, my soul:  
the tempests still obey 
his voice, who ruled them  
once on Galilee. 



Be still, my soul:  
the hour is hastening on 
when we shall be  
for ever with the Lord, 
when disappointment,  
grief and fear are gone, 
sorrow forgotten,  
love's pure joy restored. 
Be still, my soul:  
when change and tears are past, 
all safe and blessèd  
we shall meet at last. 
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Silence is kept.

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 
so may your Spirit come down upon us to set us free to sing your praise 
for ever and ever.           Amen.

The Word of God

Psalm 46
The Lord of hosts is with us; ♦ the God of Jacob is our 

stronghold.
God is our refuge and strength, ♦ a very present help in 

trouble;
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, ♦ and 

though the mountains tremble in the heart of the sea;
Though the waters rage and swell, ♦ and though the mountains 

quake at the towering seas.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, ♦ 

the holy place of the dwelling of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; therefore shall she not be 
removed; ♦ God shall help her at the break of day.

The nations are in uproar and the kingdoms are shaken, ♦ but 

God utters his voice and the earth shall melt away.

The Lord of hosts is with us; ♦ the God of Jacob is our 

stronghold.
Come and behold the works of the Lord, ♦ what destruction 

he has wrought upon the earth.
He makes wars to cease in all the world; ♦ he shatters the bow 

and snaps the spear and burns the chariots in the fire.
‘Be still, and know that I am God; ♦ I will be exalted among the 

nations; I will be exalted in the earth.’
The Lord of hosts is with us; ♦ the God of Jacob is our 

stronghold. 

First Reading            Isaiah 42: 1-9

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will 
put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout 
or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed  he will not 
break,    and a smouldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will 
bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes 
justice on earth.  In his teaching  the islands will put their hope.” This is what 
God the  LORD  says—the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, 
who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, who gives breath to its 
people, and life to those who walk on it:  “I, the  LORD, have called  you in 
righteousness;  I will take hold of your hand. I will keep  you and will make 
you to be a covenant for the people  and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes 
that are blind, to free captives from prison   and to release from the dungeon 
those who sit in darkness. “I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not yield my 
glory to another  or my praise to idols. See, the former things  have taken 
place,  and new things I declare; before they spring into being I announce them 
to you.”

Here ends the first lesson.

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
the Lord is the strength of my life.
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
the Lord is the strength of my life.



The light shines in the darkness 
and the darkness has not overcome it.
The Lord is the strength of my life. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit.
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
the Lord is the strength of my life.

The Magnificat, The ‘Song of Mary’ may be said or sung - (Luke 1.46-55)

With Mary let my soul rejoice,
and praise God's holy name
his saving love from first to last,
from age to age, the same!

How strong his arm, how great his power!
the proud he will disown;
the meek and humble he exalts
to share his glorious throne.

The rich our God will send away
and feed the hungry poor;
the arms of love remain outstretched
at mercy's open door.

So shall God's promise be fulfilled,
to Israel firmly made:
a child is born, a Son is given
whose crown will never fade.

All glory to the Father, Son
and Spirit now proclaim;
with Mary let the world rejoice
and praise God's holy name!
After Magnificat, David Mowbray (born 1938) © David 
Mowbray/Jubilate Hymns CM

The Second Reading   

Ephesians 2: 1-10

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used 
to live when you followed the ways of this world  and of the ruler of the 
kingdom of the air,  the spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings 
of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by 
nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is 
rich in mercy,  made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with 
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order 
that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his 
grace, expressed in his kindness  to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—  not by works,  so that no one can boast.  For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.

Here ends the second lesson.

The Gospel Canticle, The Nunc Dimittis (The Song of Simeon) may be said or sung

Lord now let your servant
Go his way in peace.
Your great love has brought me
Joy that will not cease.

For my eyes have seen Him
Promised from of old.
Saviour of His People,
Shepherd of one fold.

Light of revelation
To the Gentiles shown,
Light of Israel’s glory
To the World made known.



Glory to the Father
And His Only Son,
and the Holy Spirit
Ever Three In One.

Sermon

Ephesians 2 is one of those Bible readings that both fire up the Preacher’s 
enthusiasm and yet at the same time fit the Preacher with apprehension. For many it 
is one of just a handful of texts around which the whole of the New Testament 
message revolve - especially that part that goes like this…

‘By grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God…’ 

or, in the King James version that many of us will have first come across it - 

‘For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.’ 

These words have stopped men like Martin Luther and John Wesley in their steps and 
dogged them for the rest of their lives. Why might this be? After all, they are only 
words and they don’t actually tell anyone the essential actions of the story of 
Salvation, and yet…

As I mentioned this morning, Paul’s missionary journeys and his letters were not 
directed to finding those who had never heard the message of the Gospel, but rather, 
Paul’s mission is to those who, however it was that they heard, have already received 
something of the work of God in Christ in their lives. So these words are directed to 
people who already know the story itself and who have begun to let that story direct 
their lives and encountered some of the challenges and issues that all Christians 
encounter. With Paul’s letters we rarely get to know what the questions or problems 
are that he is addressing, so we need to look and deduce from what we do have just 
what Paul is giving his answer to address.

We have recently been thinking about, and actually getting round to the giving and 
receiving presents. And it is supposed to be an enjoyable and fun thing to do to give 
someone a present, especially so if rather than being a Christmas or Birthday present 
the giving is derived from an impulse just to give for the sheer joy of doing so as a 

response simply to who the recipient is and what they mean to you - not even as a 
response for something they have done for you - but simply because they are who 
they are and you saw the item, thought of them and wish to give it to them!

But so often we struggle to receive such a gift and our response after the initial 
gratefulness is to say ‘But I have nothing for you!…’ And then, no matter how much 
the Giver protests otherwise, you feel obliged or driven to respond in kind. Receiving 
such a gift graciously is not something that comes easily to us. And what often gets in 
the way is our pride and resulting shame that we cannot immediately respond. We 
want to feel that we have, in some way, deserved and earned the gift! and in so doing 
if we are not careful, we spoil the joy for both the giver and ourselves and we even 
miss the joy of the gift itself, which has been carefully chosen especially for you.

Reading between the lines of Paul’s letter I think the Ephesians had begun to react 
like this to the gift of the Gospel - God’s good news in Christ for them. In fact, it seems 
that they had begun to try to work hard to try to deserve the gift they had received - 
to earn it! Or maybe even to think that God had given of Himself to them because 
they were such good people and to use their status to laud it over others ‘Look how 
good we are - we are so good that God blesses us!’ - So much so that Paul is quite 
harsh with them and says…

‘As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  in which you used 
to live  when you followed the ways of this world  and of the ruler of the 
kingdom of the air,  the spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient…’ 

Which does seem very harsh, but Paul softens it as he points out…

‘Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath…’ and in so doing 
demonstrates true compassion and puts himself along side them and confesses his 
own reluctance to receive such a gift without in some way paying for it himself. And 
then he contrasts his own state before his encounter with Jesus on the road to 
Damascus with the wonder of the Gift of God to us before we even knew of its 
existence or of our own need for His Salvation!

‘God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable 
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus…’ 



It is only after this reminder of the wonder of the Gift of God to us that Paul comes to 
the words I have already quoted about Grace. Grace is described as being 
‘unmerited favour’ Something given just because the Giver can and wishes to give it 
so that the recipient can take and possess the gift and enjoy it, and this releases the 
Ephesians to receive the Joy as well as the Gift once again - not to respond ‘Oh, but I 
have nothing to give back…’ but to ‘Gracefully’ respond by receiving it and the Giver 
and revelling in the Joy of knowing that for someone you are so precious that such a 
gift is not really a gift ‘from’ the Giver, but it is a Gift by the Giver of themselves! Paul 
puts his finger right on it when he reminds the Ephesians that they are the work of 
God’s Hands - His creation, created for Himself for His purposes in Christ - in fact, 
that we are God’s gift to Himself and to ourselves. We are each of us a unique hand-
made gift to Himself - made once in His Image and now remade and re-given - 
through the Salvation that He himself gracefully provides - re-given back to Himself as 
restored Creations that show to all the ‘incomparable riches of His grace…’ 

So, each one of us is a twice-given gift - created and re-created in Christ, - so that we 
might demonstrate in our lives God’s Grace. And there is nothing we can or are asked 
to do in response other than to receive His gift to us of being His Wonderful Creation. 
God’s handiwork indeed we are - made for Him and presented back to Him in the 
perfection of the Grace that He has lavished upon us.  AMEN

The Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

Prayers

The Collect for the day, 

Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: may we 
recognise him as our Lord and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. AMEN

The Second Collect at Evening Prayer
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Intercessions are offered. -

We pray for all affected by the Coronavirus and the resulting lock-down. 
Guide our national and world leaders as they seek answers to the many 
problems. Give the medical scientists and researchers as they develop new 
medicines and treatments the understanding and skills needed.
Strengthen and guide those who work in Hospitals, Care Homes and who care 
for others in their own homes. We thank you for their dedication and service, 
often given without concern for their own safety.

Strengthen and protect all our families, loved ones and friends, especially those 
who are elderly and infirm.

We pray for…



Those who have recently died: Mary, Richard, Darren, Elaine, Frederick 
George and Frederick H., 

O LORD, our heavenly Father, high and mighty, King of kings, Lord of lords, the 
only Ruler of princes, who dost from thy throne behold all the dwellers upon 
earth: Most heartily we beseech thee with thy favour to behold our most 
gracious Sovereign Lady, Queen ELIZABETH; and so replenish her with the 
grace of thy Holy Spirit, that she may alway incline to thy will, and walk in thy 
way. Endue her plenteously with heavenly gifts; grant her in health and wealth 
long to live; strengthen her that she may vanquish and overcome all her 
enemies; and finally after this life she may attain everlasting joy and felicity; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels: Send 
down upon our Bishops, and Curates, and all Congregations committed to 
their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and that they may truly please 
thee, pour upon them the continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for 
the honour of our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen.

O God our heavenly Father, you have blessed us and given us
dominion over all the earth: Increase our reverence before
the mystery of life; and give us new insight into your purposes
for the human race, and new wisdom and determination in
making provision for its future in accordance with your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows
lengthen, and the evening comes, and the busy world is
hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done.
Then in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest,
and peace at the last. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer is said

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence 
as our Saviour has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for 
ever and ever. Amen.

The Conclusion

A Hymn is Sung…

Here on the threshold of a new beginning,
by grace forgiven, now we leave behind

our long-repented selfishness and sinning,
and all our blessings call again to mind:

Christ to redeem us, ransom and restore us,
the love that holds us in a Saviour's care,

faith strong to welcome all that lies before us,
our unknown future, knowing God is there.

May we, your children, feel with Christ's compassion
an earth disordered, hungry and in pain;

then, at your calling, find the will to fashion
new ways where freedom, truth and justice reign;

where wars are ended, ancient wrongs are righted,
and nations value human life and worth;

where in the darkness lamps of hope are lighted
and Christ is honoured over all the earth.

So may your wisdom shine from Scripture's pages
to mould and make us stones with which to build

God's holy temple, through eternal ages,
one church united, strong and Spirit-filled;

heirs to the fullness of your new creation,
in faith we follow, pledged to be your own;

yours is the future, ours the celebration,
for Christ is risen!  God is on the throne!
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The Blessing

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,
and keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Grace

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 
evermore. Amen.

Notices

Wednesday -9.30am - Holy Communion - Open 
Church & Live Streamed

Sunday -10.00am - Holy Communion- Open 
Church & Live Streamed

- 6.30pm - Evensong - Streamed Only


