
An Order for Evening Prayer on 
Sunday - 25th October 2020
Preparation

The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you. 

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
Let us rejoice and sing God’s praise for ever. 

(or)
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Lead your people to freedom, O God.
And banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.

The minister may say

We have come together in the name of Christ to offer our 
praise and thanksgiving, to hear and receive God’s holy 
word, to pray for the needs of the world,
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit we may give ourselves to the service of 
God.

The following or another authorised confession and absolution is used - 

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ So let us 
turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in 
penitence and faith.
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned in thought, 
word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
you, our God. 
Amen.

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ 
our Lord.
Amen.

This prayer of thanksgiving may be said

Blessed are you, sovereign God, our light and our salvation; to you be 
glory and praise for ever. You led your people to freedom by a pillar of 
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. May we who walk in the light of 
your presence acclaim your Christ, rising victorious, as he banishes all 
darkness from our hearts and minds. Blessed be God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit:
Blessed be God for ever. 

An opening hymn may be sung.

Help us, O Lord, to learn
     the truths your word imparts;
to study, that your laws may be
     inscribed upon our hearts.

     Help us, O Lord, to live
     the faith which we proclaim,
that all our thoughts and words and deeds
     may glorify your name.

     Help us, O Lord, to teach
     the beauty of your ways,
that yearning souls may find the Christ
     and sing aloud his praise.

William Watkins Reid, jnr.
Words © 1955, Ren. 1987 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company, 380 S Main Pl, Carol 
Stream, IL 60188)



An Opening prayer

The day is almost over, and the evening has come; 
let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept.

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 
so may your Spirit come down upon us to set us free to sing your praise 
for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Word of God

Psalm 119: 89-104

Give me life, O Lord, according to your word.
Give me life, O Lord, according to your word.
89   O Lord, your word is everlasting; ♦ it ever stands firm in the heavens.
90   Your faithfulness also remains from one generation to another; ♦ you 

have established the earth and it  abides.
91   So also your judgements stand firm this day, ♦ for all things are your 

servants.
92   If your law had not been my delight, ♦ I should have perished in my 

trouble. 
Give me life, O Lord, according to your word.

93   I will never forget your commandments, ♦ for by them you have given 

me life.
94   I am yours, O save me! ♦ For I have sought your commandments.
95   The wicked have waited for me to destroy me, ♦ but I will meditate on 

your testimonies.
96   I have seen an end of all perfection, ♦ but your commandment knows 

no bounds. 
Give me life, O Lord, according to your word.

97   Lord, how I love your law! ♦ All the day long it is my study.
98   Your commandments have made me wiser than my enemies,  ♦ for they 

are ever with me.
99   I have more understanding than all my teachers,  ♦ for your testimonies 

are my meditation.
100  I am wiser than the aged, ♦ because I keep your commandments. 

Give me life, O Lord, according to your word.

101  I restrain my feet from every evil way, ♦ that I may keep your word.
102  I have not turned aside from your judgements, ♦ for you have been my 

teacher.
103  How sweet are your words on my tongue! ♦ They are sweeter than 

honey to my mouth.
104  Through your commandments I get understanding; ♦ therefore I hate 

all lying ways.
Give me life, O Lord, according to your word.

First Reading     Isaiah 55: 1-11

55 “Come, all you who are thirsty,  come to the waters; and you who have no 
money,  come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 Why spend 
money on what is not bread, and your labour on what does not satisfy? Listen, 
listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. 
3 Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an everlasting 
covenant with you,  my faithful love promised to David. 4 See, I have made him 
a witness to the peoples, a ruler and commander of the peoples. 5 Surely you 
will summon nations you know not,  and nations you do not know will come 
running to you, because of the LORD your God,  the Holy One of Israel, for he 
has endowed you with splendour.” 

6 Seek the LORD while he may be found;  call on him while he is near. 7 Let the 
wicked forsake  their ways    and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them 
turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will 
freely pardon. 



8 “For my thoughts  are not your thoughts,  neither are your ways my ways, 
“declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth,   so are my 
ways higher than your ways   and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to 
it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields 
seed  for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word  that goes out 
from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I 
desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A suitable song or chant, or a responsory may follow -

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
the Lord is the strength of my life.
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
the Lord is the strength of my life.

The light shines in the darkness 
and the darkness has not overcome it.
The Lord is the strength of my life. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit.
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
the Lord is the strength of my life.

The Magnificat, The ‘Song of Mary’ may be said or sung - (Luke 1.46-55)

Tell out, my soul,  
the greatness of the Lord: 
unnumbered blessings  
give my spirit voice; 
tender to me  
the promise of his word; 
in God my Saviour  
shall my heart rejoice. 

Tell out, my soul, 
the greatness of his name: 
make known his might, 
the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, 
from age to age the same; 
his holy name: 
the Lord, the Mighty One. 

Tell out, my soul, 
the greatness of his might: 
pow'rs and dominions 
lay their glory by; 
proud hearts and stubborn wills 
are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, 
the humble lifted high. 

Tell out, my soul, 
the glories of his word: 
firm is his promise, 
and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, 
the greatness of the Lord 
to children's children 
and for evermore. 

Second Reading    Luke 4: 14-30

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him 
spread through the whole countryside. He was teaching in their 
synagogues, and everyone praised him.
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day 
he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the 
place where it is written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 



He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight 
for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favour.”
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The 
eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.He began by saying 
to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from 
his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.
Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal 
yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have 
heard that you did in Capernaum.’”
“Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. I 
assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky 
was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout 
the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath 
in the region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time 
of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the 
Syrian.”
All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got 
up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which 
the town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. But he walked right 
through the crowd and went on his way.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Canticle, The Nunc Dimittis (The Song of Simeon) may be said or sung

Faithful vigil ended, 
watching, waiting cease; 
Master, grant your servant 
his discharge in peace. 

All the Spirit promised, 
all the Father willed, 
now these eyes behold it 
perfectly fulfilled. 

This your great deliverance 
sets your people free; 
Christ their light uplifted 
all the nations see. 

Christ, your people's glory! 
Watching, doubting cease: 
grant to us your servants 
our discharge in peace. 

A sermon is preached

All seemed to be going well - really well! The Local Boy Made Good had come back 
to his home town and area where he had been brought up, and where everyone 
knew him or at least, knew of him. Without doubt many who had watched him grow 
up with their own children since the day his family had moved in when he was about 
4 or 5 years old, when his father had taken up the post of local carpenter and odd-
job man, no doubt they would have heard all sorts of rumours about this odd little 
family appearing amongst them. His mother was a quiet little soul when they first 
arrived, and for a while there would have been much whispering behind veiled faces 
whenever Mary was seen out and about, but over the years that had all died down 
and as the family grew (as families do) and Joseph had secured his reputation as a 
reliable and skilled artisan, so that family’s standing in the community had grown. As 
the eldest son he had taken over when his father had died as the family 
representative and a regular at the Synagogue worship and prayers, along with his 
brothers, and sisters. He became well respected and even looked up to as an 
example of a good Jewish lad who honoured his Father and Mother and kept the law 
and whom God himself seemed to honour and bless.

Once his siblings were old enough to take their share in the care of their widowed 
mother however, and following that wedding in nearby Cana where his Mother had 
been a notable guest and where he too had been with his small entourage, and 
between them they had saved the day, although no-one seemed quite to know how! - 
then he had assumed the role of an itinerant Rabbi and had gathered quite local 
following and so, along with a small group of young men from the area, he had left 
the town, at least for a while, to “Do his Father’s work” - though some commented 
that he didn’t take any planes, chisels, drills or saws with him!

It was not that unusual a turn of events really. There was something of a tradition, 
certainly amongst the more ‘Spiritual’ families for one or more of the sons to take a 
year or even two out to go and study, either in Jerusalem or one of the other centres 
of Jewish learning or maybe seek out an itinerant Rabbi with whom to wander and ‘do 
good works’ before returning home to settle down and do their bit in the local 
community and economy. Slightly unusual was the way that he had gone round and 
‘called’ his followers, his Disciples, rather than waiting for them to come to him and be 



tested to see if they were suitable candidates. Also, as far as any of them knew, he 
had never been to ‘sit at the feet’ of any of the well known leading Rabbis of the day, 
so what branch of the Jewish faith he stood for was unclear, at first!

Then, after a few weeks rather than months, stories began to trickle back to Nazareth 
of strange, and, if true, wondrous happenings wherever He went. Their Rabbi in 
absentia seemed to be something of a healer to say the least. Even, it was rumoured, 
the odd resurrection (though in truth these were not ‘resurrections’ but ‘restorations to 
life’ as really ‘resurrection’ should only be applied to the resurrection to the afterlife, 
whatever that might be!. One day he would demonstrate the difference in his own life 
and death and resurrection, but that was in the future yet!) 

Then some of the stories became more politically charged and murmurs of official 
disapproval with what he was teaching and doing were shared within the hierarchy of  
the synagogue. Some of the higher ranking officials and leaders were seen to frown 
but the ordinary folk seemed to think it was time someone stirred up a bit of a 
change at the top! Someone needed to speak out for the ordinary folk, and by all 
accounts that was what he did - so no surprise really that those with vested interest 
in maintaining the status quo were not happy.

Then, one day, he was back and, as was right and proper, on the Sabbath he made 
his way to the synagogue and there, as was right and proper, this by now minor 
celebrity was invited to read the main Scripture reading, and was expected to say a 
few words to help the people learn how this Scripture might be applied by them to 
their own lives and situations. Maybe he would preach against corruption in high 
spiritual office! or covertly encourage the rising feeling of rebellion against the 
oppressive Roman regime and occupying forces! Maybe he would call out for those 
who needed healing or liberation from oppressive spirits to come forwards and they 
would see one of those fantastical miracles with their own eyes.

So, after the reading, he sat down in front of them all to teach (again, nothing unusual 
in this. Teachers traditionally sat down, and their chosen followers would edge as close 
as they could to his feet so as not to miss a word - and maybe so as to be seen as 
super-spiritual!) - and he opened his mouth and began to teach - and they were all 
amazed at the gracious words that spilled out of his mouth! Yes, it was going really 
well! Quite a home coming. All they needed now to make it perfect was one of those 
amazing healings and maybe an exiting exorcism and his reputation would be secure!

But only a short while ago we read about how when one of the religious Lawyers took 
offence at his words to the Pharisees and others and gave him chance to say 
something more conciliatory about the Religious Legal profession, this Rabbi had 
replied ‘Woe to you too…!’ And now, still seated before them in the teacher’s place, 
he seems quite deliberately and almost belligerently to go out of his way to get their 
backs up, just when they were hanging on his every word! He is the one who quotes 
the proverb - ‘Surely you will say ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ and puts the idea into their 
heads and rams it home by telling them what they had thought earlier but now had 
forgotten - ‘Prove yourself here by doing one of those miracles here and now - and 
then we will be your best supporters!’  Then, as if to make sure they take offence, he 
tells some Old Testament stories against them, even suggesting that God might 
displace them by accepting both those who they hated - those who claimed to be 
worshippers of YAWEH but were (they asserted) heretics - and those who were their 
enemies - like the Syrians - or the Romans!

In fact, he had offered them the chance to join the Kingdom proper! But the kingdom 
he offered was not the kingdom they wanted. He preached a kingdom where 
enemies become friends and where difference could be a source of wonder. They 
wanted a kingdom where the enemy were defeated and those not the same were 
excluded. He was as bad as the Samaritan and the Syrian - worse really because he 
had promised so much! He had proclaimed from God’s Word ‘the Year of the LORD’s 
Favour’ yet they drove him away and want nothing to do with him.

Elsewhere we read that as a result he could only do a few healing miracles amongst 
them and these served to further condemn those who rejected him, and Jesus himself 
went out from them to follow ‘His Way’ - They rejected both the written and Living 
Word of God, and He left them and went to preach the Good News to those who 
would listen!

And it has ever been thus! Not just in Nazareth, but wherever the Gospel is Preached 
and the Kingdom declared it brings with it a challenge to our own sensibilities and 
ideas as to what that Kingdom is all about. And yes, it does still seem today that no-
one listens or is prepared to accept either the Preacher or the Message - the Word - 
and yet…

And yet there are always some for whom this is a liberating, life-giving Word to be 
embraced and there, amongst those people - amongst us - the Kingdom is being 
formed and the miracle of life with all its fullness is made present through the Holy 
Spirit, or, as the Psalmist puts it…



O Lord, your word is everlasting; ♦ it ever stands firm in the heavens.

Your faithfulness also remains from one generation to another; ♦ you have 

established the earth and it  abides.
So also your judgements stand firm this day, ♦ for all things are your 

servants.
If your law had not been my delight, ♦ I should have perished in my 

trouble. 
Give me life, O Lord, according to your word.

AMEN 

The Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

A hymn may be sung and our offerings received.

Prayers

Intercessions are offered. -

The Special Prayer for this time…

Please pray for: - Margaret, Jessie and Derek

Those who have recently died:  - Baby Alfie Gwyneth, Jack, Paul, Gillian, 
George, Leslie and Joyce and Sheila and Alma

Those whose years mind falls at this time: 

The Collect for the day, 

God, our light and our salvation: illuminate our lives, that we may see your 
goodness in the land of the living, and looking on your beauty may be 
changed into the likeness of Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN

The Second Collect at Evening Prayer
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for the Queen's Majesty.
O LORD, our heavenly Father, high and mighty, King of kings, Lord of lords, the 
only Ruler of princes, who dost from thy throne behold all the dwellers upon 
earth: Most heartily we beseech thee with thy favour to behold our most 
gracious Sovereign Lady, Queen ELIZABETH; and so replenish her with the 
grace of thy Holy Spirit, that she may alway incline to thy will, and walk in thy 
way. Endue her plenteously with heavenly gifts; grant her in health and wealth 
long to live; strengthen her that she may vanquish and overcome all her 
enemies; and finally after this life she may attain everlasting joy and felicity; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for the Clergy and People.
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels: Send 
down upon our Bishops, and Curates, and all Congregations committed to 
their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and that they may truly please 
thee, pour upon them the continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for 
the honour of our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer is said

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence 
as our Saviour has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for 
ever and ever. Amen.

The Conclusion

A closing hymn may be sung.

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you, 
hallelu, hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! Hallelu, hallelujah! 

You shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God, 
hallelu, hallelujah! 

Ask and it shall be given unto you, 
seek and you shall find. 
Knock, and it shall be opened unto you, 
hallelu, hallelujah. 

Karen Lafferty - © 1972 CCM Music/Maranatha! Music/CopyCare 

The Blessing

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,
and keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Grace

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 
evermore. Amen.

A new curate will begin a curacy training post at St Giles with St Mary’s under 
canon June’s supervision, but will be able to share in the wider ministry of the 
benefice during his 3 years of training. Sam has written a brief introduction to 
himself, but will write more fully once he is with us in July 2021. 

'Sam is currently training for ordination at the College of the 
Resurrection, Mirfield. He grew up in Sutton-in-Craven, a village 
near Keighley, before spending a year as a youth worker in East 
London and then completing an undergraduate degree in 
Theology and Religion at Oxford University. He enjoys writing 
poetry, exploring new places, and having deep conversations 
with friends. He has a girlfriend called Julia, who is studying for 
a career as an academic in the field of English Literature. He is 
really looking forward to getting to know everybody here, and 
serving God in Pontefract’.


