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My brothers and sisters, God has gathered us into the fellowship of the 
universal Church. As members together of his body, Christ calls us to 
minister in his name and, according to our gifts, to be instruments of his 
love in the world. Within this ministry, Readers are called to serve the 
Church of God and to work together with clergy and other ministers.

They are to lead public worship, to preach and teach the word of God, to 
assist at the Eucharist and to share in pastoral and evangelistic work.

As authorised lay ministers, they are to encourage the ministries of God’s 
people, as the Spirit distributes gifts among us all. They are called to help 
the whole Church to participate in God’s mission to the world.

The Area Warden of Readers:  Right Reverend Father, I present 
Jackie Guest from the benefice of Pontefract to be admitted 
to the Office of Reader.

The Bishop asks:
Has Jackie made the Declaration of Assent, and thereby affirmed and 
declared their belief in the faith which is revealed in the Holy Scriptures 
and set forth in the catholic creeds and to which the historic formularies of 
the Church of England bear witness? Has she also made the declaration of 
obedience to the Bishop and the declaration which must be made before a 
Reader is licensed?
The Area Warden of Readers replies: She has. 

Is Jackie a woman of Christian character, well versed in the Holy Scriptures 
and in the doctrines of our faith?
The Area Warden of Readers replies: She is.

Have she been sufficiently prepared for the duties of this office? 
The Area Warden of Readers replies: She has. 

The Bishop turns to the candidates and says:

Jackie, in order that we may be satisfied that you are ready to begin the 
ministry of a Reader, you must now answer the questions we put to you.



Bishop Do you believe that God is calling you to this ministry?
Candidate I do so believe.

Bishop Will you be faithful in leading the people of God in 
worship, and in preaching the word to them?

Candidate By the grace of God, I will.

Bishop Will you be diligent in prayer, in reading Holy Scripture, 
and in all studies that will deepen your faith, and fit you 
to bear witness to the truth of the gospel?

Candidate By the grace of God, I will.

Bishop Will you endeavour to fashion your life according to the 
way of Christ?

Candidate By the grace of God, I will.

Bishop Will you promote unity, peace and love in the Church 
and in the world and especially among those whom 
you serve?

Candidate By the grace of God, I will.

Bishop Will you work closely with your colleagues in ministry 
and encourage the gifts of others?

Candidate By the grace of God, I will.

The candidate turns and faces the congregation.

Bishop Brothers and sisters, Jackie has been chosen for the 
office of Reader. Will you uphold and encourage her in 
her ministry?

All We will.

Bishop Will you continue to pray for her?
All We will.



The Bishop turns to the clergy of the Pontefract benefice and asks:

Bishop Will you work closely with your new Reader and 
encourage her to use her gifts and develop her 
ministry?

Clergy We will.

Bishop Will you commend her to the people amongst whom 
she will minister?

Clergy We will.

THE ADMISSION

The candidate stands before the Bishop, who admits them to the office of Reader 
by the delivery of a copy of the Scriptures with these words:

Jackie, I admit and welcome you as a Reader in the Church, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Jackie is vested in a blue scarf by her incumbent.

The Bishop blesses Jackie in these words:

May the Lord give you wisdom, courage,
strength and love to do his will, 
and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
rest upon you, and on your work done in his name,
now and always. Amen.

THE LICENSING

The Bishop hands Jackie her licence. 

Receive authority to exercise the office of Reader in this Diocese.
May the Lord be with you in all your work and ministry from this day 
onwards. Amen.



We welcome you as a minister of God’s word.
May the word of Christ dwell in you richly.

The Bishop welcomes the new Reader.

PRAYERS (led by the Reader just licensed)

In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,
for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all the members of the Church in their vocation and ministry,
that they may serve him in truth and love,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Nick, Tony, Jonathan, Toby, Helen-Ann and Paul our Bishops, for Jonathan 
our Warden of Readers, for Freda our Area Assistant Warden, for all priests, 
deacons, Readers and lay ministers that they may hunger for truth and 
thirst after righteousness.
let us pray to the Lord
Lord have mercy

For ourselves, and for all called to be Readers in the Church, let us pray to 
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness
we may proclaim the gospel of reconciliation to the ends of the earth,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For the sick and suffering, for the aged and infirm,
for the lonely and neglected, and for all who care for them,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the hungry, for the oppressed and the homeless,
for all prisoners and captives, and for our brothers and sisters who are 
persecuted for their faith, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Elizabeth our Queen, for the leaders of the nations,
and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Remembering all who have gone before us in faith, 
and in communion with all the saints,
we commit ourselves, one another,
and our whole life to Christ our God;
to you, O Lord.

God of mercy, you know us and love us and hear our prayer: 
keep us in the eternal fellowship of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
Amen.

THE RENEWAL OF COMMITMENT

The Bishop asks all Readers to stand:

My brothers and sisters, in the name of the Church, I thank you for your 
faithful ministry as Readers. I pray God’s continuing blessing upon you
and invite you now to renew your commitment to the ministry entrusted 
to you.

Therefore I ask:

Will you, as a Reader, continue, as far as in you lies, to promote peace and 
unity and conduct yourself as becomes a worker for Christ, for the good of 
his Church and for the spiritual welfare of all people?
With God’s help, I will.



Will you continue to study the Scriptures, to deepen your knowledge of 
the Christian faith and to grow in your discipleship of Christ?
With God’s help, I will.

Will you give obedience to those who are set in authority over you and 
will you work willingly and collaboratively with all who are your fellow-
workers in the gospel?
With God’s help, I will.

Will you then, in the strength of the Holy Spirit, continually stir up the gift 
of God that is in you to make Christ known to all?
With God’s help, I will.

Almighty God, who has given you the will to undertake these things,
give you also the strength to perform them,
that he may complete that work that he has begun in you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

REDEDICATION
The whole congregation stands. We all join together in a prayer of rededication: 

God our Father, we offer our lives to do your work in your 
Church and in the world. Help us by your Holy Spirit to hear 
more clearly your call
to deeper commitment to your service and give us grace to 
respond with gladness: for the glory of Christ our Lord. 
Amen

The service continues with The Peace.


