ALL SAINTS PONTEFRACT
LEARNING TOGETHER

THE PATRIARCHS

ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB

STUDY 1 - ABRAHAM WEEK 8

The Promise Bequeathed
Read Ephesians 1;1-14…
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the
gospel of your salvation.When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal,
the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the
redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.
It has been a long story, but even the best stories need to end. Abraham
has lived for a long time by today’s standards. Now we come to the end of
Abraham’s story, at least for now, and we also need to look forward to the
future and the outworking of that Promise that Abraham received, but
which must now be passed on to the following generations - ’to your seed I
have given it…’ was the form of the promise, even before the birth of
Abraham’s sons. How will Abraham, and how do we, ensure that the
promise is passed down from generation to generation?
But we have not yet quite finished with Abraham himself. Abraham, and his
Friend and God, YAHWEH, The God Of Heaven, have walked a long way
together. The promise has been tested as has Abraham’s Faith in his
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Friend, and Abraham has tested his Friend’s Faithfulness too. One day
Abraham, who is still a Stranger living in tents in the Land of Promise,
receives some news from his old home and family and some ‘family tree’…
Read Genesis 22; 20-24… - Who is introduced here that may come into
the story later on? and what relation is she to Abraham?
………………………………………..……?
Read Genesis 23; 1-20 a bit at a time and discuss…
How old is Isaac when his mother, Sarah, dies?…………………………….
Kiriath-Arba, where Sarah dies, is the old name for Hebron, probably
means ‘Four Towns’ or ‘Four Hills’ and was probably a federation of a
number of family groups who lived in the area.
Abraham describes himself as a?………………….………………………..?
His status in the land means that now, at this sad and critical stage in his
life, he cannot easily fulfil even the most basic of human needs - to be able
to bury his dead wife in a secure and seemly manner and to know that
there is a place for himself and those who would follow afterwards to be
laid to rest too. The place where you bury your dead is “home’ and
Abraham has no home as such, only a tent in someone else’s back-yard.
How do the Hittites describe Abraham? ……………………………….
……………………………………………….?
The almost ritualised bargaining that goes on between Abraham and the
people who do own the land takes place in the ‘Gate’ of the city, and is an
assembly of ‘Elders’ who hold court. Abraham has to come to them and
formally ask for the right to bury his dead by first being granted the right to
purchase a piece of land for the tomb. For all the Hittites’ buttery language
about Abraham and their oﬀering to him of ‘the pick of our graves’ they
make him go through the whole process like any other outsider. Eventually
they agree to let him purchase a plot, and even then he has to ask them to
go to the owner on his behalf to ask for the particular patch of land he
desires.
Eventually Abraham meets Ephron, the owner of the cave he wishes to use
as a grave, and he, Abraham, bows low to them all, as he promises to pay
the as yet undeclared price, whatever it may be, for this stony outcrop.
Ephron ‘graciously’ oﬀers the land at a bargain price! and Abraham pays
him in weighed out silver the full price asked, without any haggling, as he,
Abraham, has no security from which to embark on such an auction!
What is the price for the plot?…………………………………………………?
2

In fact, Abraham has to buy the whole field, and not just the corner with the
cave in it, as he requested. Worse than that, the rock-bottom price that is
too paltry to be considered as a significant debt between the two ‘friends’
is in reality a ‘King’s Ransom!’ The chapter ends with a plainly legalistic
contract being agreed, ‘And the field and the cave that was in it passed
over to Abraham as a burial holding from the Hittites’
What has Abraham bought with regard to the Promise?

Right up until the return from Egypt of the descendants of Jacob after the
Exodus this is the only bit of the Land of Promise recorded as belonging to
a Hebrew! But it can be seen as an important ‘keystone’ for the future of
the promise. Right up to the modern day this site is the centre of the claim
to ownership of the land by the Jews! The bones of their ancestors and
Founding Fathers are (perhaps!) still buried there, declaring to all ‘We live
here by right!’
What does Paul the Apostle say is the ‘Seal’ of our promised
Salvation?…………………………………………………………………………?

For Paul this is key to his understanding of the final outworking of the
Promise given to Abraham. The day that Paul saw and heard God setting
His Seal on the Faith of those early Gentile Believers was the day that Paul
realised how the hidden secret now revealed to him of the salvation of ‘All
Peoples’ was one and the same thing as the Promise that through Abraham
‘All Nations will be blessed’ The Christian Faith is not bound up in the Land,
but is realised through the seal of the Spirit witnessing to that Faith in us,
the ‘Promise of His Glory’ … But back to the story…
Read Genesis 24;1-10…
This ‘Servant’ of Abraham’s is probably exactly the same servant, Eliezer
the Dammesek, that we met when Abraham berated God for the fact that
he had, as yet, no heir other than his ‘Aid-de-Camp’ and right-hand-man.
Abraham does not want his son to marry any of the local men. Why might
this be important with regard to the Promise?
Abraham is very sure of two things! First - Isaac was to marry someone
from the same family line.
Secondly, that Isaac is not to go back to the place that Abraham and his
family had been called from. The future of the promise is with Isaac, and
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bound up in some way with having been called out of the old land to seek a
new one!
What do we read in verse 10 does Abraham entrust to his
Servant ?…………………………………………………………………………?
The story of the appearing of the Beautiful Rebekah is a lovely cameo of
Middle Eastern Desert life. The Servant very politely requests ‘…pray, let
me sip just a bit…’ of the water that the girl will be going down the well to
collect for use back at home. And she is no shrinking violet either! She
volunteers to water his beasts of burden as well. The original text makes it
very clear that Rebekah ‘…came down to the spring and came back up
again…’ And those ten camels were thirsty! Each beast would drink gallons
of water after a long trek across a barren desert. Assuming that she was on
her own in the task then this was a marathon eﬀort. And added to that, she
then says that they are all, Servant and beasts, welcome to be fed back
with her folk.
MORE LIKE THIS!

NOT LIKE THIS!

And all the time she does this Eliezer is watching her ‘…and the man was
staring at her…!’ and praying to God. The man has been given an awesome
and diﬃcult task, and one in which he is required to act disinterestedly. But
he is a loyal servant of his Master and he diligently performs the task. Once
he is sure that this is the girl, he presents her with presents ?…………..
………………………….……..?
However, there is a proper process to be gone through now with regard to
actually obtaining Rebekah for Isaac. The gift Rebekah returns with would
speak for itself. Ostentatious almost to the extreme, no one could miss the
‘Bling’ or the message that someone wished for this girl in marriage.
Laban, her brother, invites the man in with promised and revealed lavish
hospitality.
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The Servant recounts the whole tale again, but changes the order at the
end, so as not to appear presumptuous! He is sure of the choice, but it is
not right to presume Rebekah’s family will just agree. They need to be seen
to and feel that they have the right of refusal in the end.
Does the recounting of such a story remind you of one in the book of
Acts?……………………………………?
There is a brief moment when, especially if we already know how Laban
would use tricksy words with Jacob regarding pre-nuptual contract
durations!, when we wonder whether things will go as planned, but the
Servant is clear he will not willingly accept any delays, and unusually for an
era which we think of as being very male dominated, her family give
Rebekah the final say…
‘Will you go with this man?’ - ‘I will’ - and they sent oﬀ Rebekah their sister,
and her nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his men and they blessed
Rebekah and said to her…
‘Our sister, became hence
myriads teeming.
May your seed take hold
of the gates of its foes’
Which is an echo of the Promise last given to Abraham!
As they approach the place where Abraham’s family now live, out in the
West from Laban’s territory, we get another cameo of Eastern life. Rebekah,
who is unveiled in what is now her family group, and in the presence of a
trusted elder (servant) realises that the ‘Man’ in the field (the implication
being that she is pleased by what she sees!) is he intended future husband,
covers herself up - veils herself, in his presence. But… where is
Abraham?………………………………………………………………………….?
Rebekah is already orphaned, and maybe also by now, so is Isaac. He acts
alone in this scene. Bringing her to the women’s tent, (HIs Mother’s Tent although she passed away some time ago there is still a place reserved for
her women and known as her tent), and we see at last Isaac ‘consoled’ and
happy to take this beautiful girl as his wife.
But we still have to close Abraham’s part in the story. Surprisingly!
Abraham re-marries, and has other children, whose names are designed to
suggest the various tribes, families and nations that would occupy the area
in later years. In the story the Narrator makes sure that Abraham ends his
5

life with the Promise seemingly completed! - Literally, he is made the
‘Father of Many Nations’ already by the time of his death.
But I want to go back to the beginning of our study tonight! Remember
what it was that Abraham entrusted to his Servant? - Everything! The
wealth in the form of bountiful gifts, and the authority to carry out his
Master’s will, but above all, the Promise, i.e. the legacy that would live on
after Abraham had gone. The whole purpose of the task of finding a
suitable wife for the Son of Promise was to ensure that the Promise had a
future!
Whilst here on earth Abraham never owned outright any of the Land of
Promise. The only stake he had was a field with a cave in which he and his
heirs had the right to bury their dead. Yet Abraham, by Faith, possessed
the Promise and believed that it was something entrusted to him for
following generations to come. How might this story teach us something
about the Promise that has been entrusted to us?
When did we receive the promise?
Where did we receive the Promise?
Who delivered this Promise to us?
How do we know that the Promise is sure and Faithful?
How do we ‘Exercise’ our Faith?
When Paul first received the Promise for himself he received it as a Jew as ‘A Hebrew of the Hebrews, as concerning the Law, Perfect!’
Paul first received it for himself. And he remained amazed at the audacity of
his claim that he could be included in the Promise! It, as with Abram,
turned his life upside down and back-to-front.
Going to Damascus Paul was stopped in his tracks and redirected in his
path. But it took Paul years before he could claim to have any real
understanding of the ‘Mystery of the Gospel’
And what is that ‘Mystery’ - You and Me being included too! Now those
words of Paul to the Ephesians are our words too!… Possess them and in
them, Possess the Promise!
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And you also were included
in Christ when you heard the
message of truth, the gospel of
your salvation. When you
believed, you were marked in
him with a seal, the promised
Holy Spirit, who is a deposit
guaranteeing our inheritance
until the redemption of those
who are God’s possession—to
the praise of his glory.
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Hebron, where the Tomb of the
Patriarchs is.
The Burial of Sarah by Gustave Doré

The Outer Wall, built by Herod, and
the only complete Herodian
building still extant. Massive stones
up to 4’x22’ weighing many tons were
used, and this give a very good idea
of how Herod’s Temple must have
looked 2000 years ago.

The Cenotaph of Abraham
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