
Learning Together - Studies in the Book of 
Acts…


Meeting God in Paul 
Part 3


 The Damascus Road and Beyond…
 

�1



In our lives there are those incidents and turning points that we look back on 
over following years and turn over in our minds, wondering… what if…

Can you think of one now? Have you ever told anyone about it? Or is it 
something that is private to you but important. 

As Christians many people identify a special day to which they trace the beginning 
of their walk with Christ - … Have you ever shared this experience with 
anyone?…

What might you say when someone asks you to account for your faith?

We left Paul the Roman Citizen, - or Saul, the Jew - on the road to Damascus 
accompanied by other officials from the Jerusalem Jews, and a rabble of ruffians as 
‘Muscle’.

Behind him in Jerusalem he left a trail of misery and mayhem.  What had been a 
growing new Jewish Sect of followers of a dead Rabbi called Jesus was now in 
disarray, having been harried to the point of death or flight. It seemed his work 
there was done and now Saul was pursuing  those who had escaped that first 
onslaught of his fury to wherever they had found refuge.

What happened on the way to Damascus that day would change Saul’s life for 
ever, but it would also have a profound effect on the lives of countless others over 
the following centuries, not just in Palestine, but literally to the uttermost parts of 
the World.

Saul would recount this story frequently, and always with absolute fidelity. 
Sometimes he might tell it simply, and other occasions he would weave around the 
story a commentary. His friend, Luke the Physician, would also write an account of 
it for his friend, Theophilus and that account too is so true to Saul’s versions that 
it must have come directly from Saul’s own telling of that Midday encounter. 
Maybe Luke was there when Paul was brought to account by King Agrippa…
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From Acts Chapter 26…

Then Agrippa said to Paul, ‘You have permission to speak for yourself.’

So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defence:  ‘King Agrippa, I consider myself 
fortunate to stand before you today as I make my defence against all the accusations of 
the Jews, and especially so because you are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs 
and controversies. Therefore, I beg you to listen to me patiently.

‘The Jewish people all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the 
beginning of my life in my own country, and also in Jerusalem. They have known me for 
a long time and can testify, if they are willing, that I conformed to the strictest sect of 
our religion, living as a Pharisee. 

And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our ancestors that I am 
on trial today. This is the promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they 
earnestly serve God day and night. King Agrippa, it is because of this hope that these 
Jews are accusing me. Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the 
dead?

Testimony & Story

Paul was by this time an old man, and one who must have showed ‘In his body’ 
the marks of a very hard and harsh life. He had gone, at Jesus’ command, back to 
Jerusalem, where the Followers Of  The Way, some of whom may well have 
suffered at Saul’s hand before his conversion, were in a very poor state. In fact, 
the whole City was starving, but those early Christians were a community cut off 
from any help from either their brother and sister Jews, or the Roman ‘Social 
Services’

On his way Paul had collected a not insignificant sum for the Christian 
Community, and that, for sure, was welcomed. However, the Sanhedrists and 
Zealot Jews had not forgotten Paul’s turning against their causes, and he was 
constantly in danger from the Zealot’s dagger or the Temple’s Religious Courts, 
where he would be tried for Blasphemy. 

There was an altercation in the streets and He eventually had to be ‘rescued’ by 
the Roman Authorities and a cohort of Soldiers when things turned very nasty, 
and taken into custody for his own safety until he could be arraigned before the
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courts. Either way the end result was likely to be Paul’s demise. He was hauled 
before the Sanhedrin and things began to turn very nasty indeed, so much so that 
the Roman Commander took Paul back into his own Custody again. . 

An extreme Jewish group of men took an oath not to eat or drink (to go on hunger 
strike!) until Paul was dead, and they hatched a plot to ambush the group as Paul 
was taken through the streets back to the courts - even though he would be 
surrounded by Roman Soldiers - this was to be what we would term a Suicide 
Attack! 

Fortunately Paul’s Nephew (so Paul had a Sister!) came in secret to the prison 
where Paul was being held overnight and disclosed this plot to him, and so to the 
Proconsul, who then decided to get Paul out of Jerusalem and harm’s way. 
Remembering I am sure that Paul was a Roman Citizen the Proconsul had an 
obligation to him to keep him safe. Surrounded by enough proper Roman Soldiers 
for a small war! Paul was taken the next day to the relative safety of Caesarea and 
kept in Herod’s palace.

Five days later the then High Priest, Ananias, and other elders of the Jews and a 
Lawyer called Tertellus came to Caesarea to bring their charges against Paul, with 
Felix the Governor sitting in judgement. Paul made his defence and the trial was 
adjourned until the Roman Commander could come. But nothing happened for 
over two years, other than that Paul was held effectively in open custody in the 
Palace. Felix (and his wife, Drusilla) were frightened by Paul’s preaching, especially as 
Felix was well acquainted with ‘The Way and 
with the Jewish beliefs, and something in it 
rattled his conscience. 

Then Felix was replaced by a man called 
Festus, who went to Jerusalem and there 
the Jews asked for Paul to be sent back to 
Jerusalem to face trial - but of course it was 
unlikely Paul would arrive there alive, so 
Festus didn’t agree. Instead they went up to 
Caesarea to start the trial anew. Festus 
asked Paul whether he would go up for trial 
to Jerusalem, but Paul asserted his Citizen’s 
right to be heard by a Roman court before 
Caesar! So this was agreed.
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Eventually the Puppet King of the area,  Agrippa and his wife, Bernice arrived and 
Festus, so he was once more brought to give account of himself. And this is about 
where our opening reading came in…

Having first given his legal argument that the Jews had nothing to charge him with, 
Paul gave this personal account of his life and conversion..

‘I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth. And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests 
I put many of the Lord’s people in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my 
vote against them. Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them 
punished, and I tried to force them to blaspheme. I was so obsessed with persecuting 
them that I even hunted them down in foreign cities.

What might the key words in this paragraph be - and why??

This was the old Saul - then Paul went on to tell the King what changed things…

On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of 
the chief priests. About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from 
heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. We all fell to the 
ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”

What might the phrase underlined above tell us about Saul’s state of mind on the 
road?

‘Then I asked, “Who are you, Lord?”

Paul’s question does not really require an answer! The answer is in the Question. 
This is the question of a Slave to His Master! Already the Top-Of-The-Pile Roman 
Citizen has taken on a new role and position - and here is his Lord.
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‘“I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting,” the Lord 
replied. “Now get up and 
stand on your feet. I have 
appeared to you to appoint 
you as a servant and as a 
witness of what you have 
seen and will see of me. I will 
rescue you from your own 
people and from the Gentiles. 
I am sending you to them to 
open their eyes and turn 
them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan 
to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are 
sanctified by faith in me.”

When he first told the story to Luke Paul included what happened next, - being 
struck blind and then healed through Ananias, a Follower of the Way, but here Paul 
leaves the story of that day with just the one all important fact - which is?
The whole of the rest of Paul’s life was coloured by the simple fact of who it was 
who met him on the Road to Damascus and the commission that person gave him 
then and there.

Going right back to the beginning of our study today, where you thought about one 
incident in your life that was life-changing… Did you realise at the time how 
decisive it was, or did it take a while to sink in properly?

Our next reading os from Acts 9, and Luke’s account of that day, and what 
followed…

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. At once he began to preach in the 
synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. All those who heard him were astonished and 
asked, ‘Isn’t he the man who caused havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this 
name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?’ 

�6



Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by 
proving that Jesus is the Messiah.

After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill him, but 
Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the city gates in order 
to kill him. But his followers took him by night and lowered him in a basket through an 
opening in the wall.

When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, 
not believing that he really was a disciple. But Barnabas took him and brought him to the 
apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had 
spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 
So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the 
name of the Lord.

How was this new convert received? and who were already his main opposers? 

He talked and debated with the Hellenistic Jews, but they tried to kill him. When the 
believers learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.

In the Book of Acts now Paul disappears for a while. His initial enthusiasm got him 
into trouble, and that, I think, made him begin to work out in his own mind just 
what the Damascus Road encounter really meant for him. This new Truth needed 
to embed itself into the Old Paul’s experiences and that took a long while. 
What might he have needed to work out?

Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and 
was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it 
increased in numbers.
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Saint Paul the Apostle  

An enemy whom God has made a friend,  
A righteous man discounting righteousness, 

Last to believe and first for God to send,  
He found the fountain in the wilderness. 
Thrown to the ground and raised at the 

same moment, 
A prisoner who set his captors free, 

A naked man with Love his only garment,  
A blinded man who helped the World to see,  

A Jew who had been perfect in the Law, 
Blesses the flesh of every other race 

and helps them see what the Apostles saw - 
The Glory of the Lord in Jesus’ face; 

Strong in his weakness, joyful in his pains, 
And bound by Love, who freed him from his 

chains.  


