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The image on the cover is a section of an early manuscript of the Second Epistle of 
Peter and is from the Bodmer Papyrus P72. By the style of the writing it has been 
dated to the 3rd. or 4th. century, and includes in the whole document all of both the 
Letters of Peter, and the Letter of Jude. It is now in the Vatican Library and although 
now in folio style of binding it was originally an early ‘Book’ proper, or codex. 
Christianity in particular took up this radical new technology (i.e. of ‘Books’ as bound 
sheets of paper stitched together) as an ‘early adopter’ - much as you might (!!!) be 
looking at the new iPad Pro technology today.  The image on part Six is also from the 
same source, but is from the 1st. Letter. 

Each of the three letters appears to have been copied from other sources at different 
times, possibly by the same hand, and it is the earliest text for the letters of Peter and 
the whole of Jude’s letter too, although there is an older fragment of Jude’s letter in 
existence.

It is written in Greek, and along with these three letters it now includes various other 
documents that have been collected together into one large volume. These include a 
letter of Paul to the Corinthians that is regarded as a ‘Hidden’ or Apocryphal text and 
is not one of those those in our Bible today, and an account of the ‘Nativity of Mary’

Due in a large extent to the persecution of early Christians by Jews and then Rome, 
Christians became a community on the move, and so carrying round with them large 
scrolls made of parchment was not practical. The ‘Book’ however, although very 
expensive, was a form that could be carried on your person or easily in your luggage 
and also, it was more easily concealed. It is probable that by the 2nd and 3rd centuries 
most of the writings that would form the New Testament had been committed to this 
form and so had spread around the then known world.

What is certain is that Second Peter is in the form of a letter, following the established 
protocols of the era for such a letter… Read chapter 1; 1 - 2

‘OF PETER LETTER 2’
SIMON PETER A SLAVE AND 
APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST 
TO THE ONES EQUALLY 
PRECIOUS’

This is the ‘Prescript’ or introduction that tells us who the letter is from, who it is 
to go to, and a greeting, which in this case is actually in the form of a blessing. 

So that is easy then? A letter written by Simon Peter the Apostle of Jesus Christ, to be 
sent to all the people he knows who share his faith! The New Revised Standard 
Version correctly spells his name ‘Simeon’ as it is very much a letter to those who 
would know Peter by his Hebrew name, but that is not a problem to us knowing who 
wrote the letter is it?
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And with such a ‘blessing’ incorporated it must come from someone with standing in 
the Christian Community. It even ends with a lovely form of a Doxology - ‘But grow in 
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour  Jesus Christ. To him be the glory 
both now and to the day of eternity. Amen’

A Problem! 
However, what comes in between 
present a problem to the modern reader, 
as it is far too clever, too well put 
together, too good a piece of writing, so 
many say, to have come directly from the 
hand or mouth of our old Friend Simon 
Peter! So is it a fake perhaps? Is this 
letter - the sequel to First Peter - 
perhaps what Donald Trump would call 
‘Fake News’?

To our modern ears a document that 
carries a name purporting to be the author of that document means either it is by that 
person, or it is fake. 2000 years ago however, this was not uncommon in one form of 
writing in particular. That form was a ‘Farewell Address’, and in Jewish literature of the 
time such a document might well be ‘pseudonymous’ - that is, written under the name 
of the deceased person by a second party. 

There was a belief that the last words, last teachings, final deliberations of those who 
were held in high regard, (especially as a Spiritual Leader), were very important and 
worthy of recording. The Old Testament has a number of examples where words, and 
even songs, prophecies and predictions, are presented as the last words of people like 
Moses and the earlier ‘Fathers’ like Abraham. 

Add to this one that of the main themes of the book is that of living beyond the end of 
the ‘Apostolic Age’ then it certainly seems that the book, as we have it, was at least 
possibly not written by Simon Peter during his lifetime.
If the letter is written after Peter’s death then it is written by someone who seems to 
know Peter’s mind quite accurately. Even allowing for the obvious quality of the 
language and literature as compared to Peter’s probably rather rough literary 
presentation, you can ‘hear’ Peter in what is being said! This was indeed the task of the 
posthumous ‘Ghost Writer’ - conveying accurately the spirit of the person onto the 
parchment. The point is that such a letter, if published after the death of the ‘Author’ 
would not have been seen as being Fake News or an attempt to deceive. Everyone 
would know that Peter was dead! 

For this reason datings of the Letter vary widely.  Those who hold that it is a late letter 
from Peter to the churches encouraging them in preparation for a time when there 
would no longer be any Peter, Paul, James, Jude, and etc. to whom to turn when 
needing guidance regarding the Faith would obviously have to date it within Peter’s 
lifetime. Others date it much later on, leaving time for some of the doubts and fears 
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that the letter deals with to surface in the Second Century Christian communities to 
whom it was addressed.  

What we do know is that by the time of the 3rd. or 4th. century someone regarded 
this letter highly enough to have collected a copy of it, together with Peter’s first letter, 
and Jude’s, into one place and possibly had commissioned their production. 

A bit like we concluded with Peter’s first letter though, we might conclude that what 
really matters is ‘Does the letter help the Church’ - both 2000 years ago, and today! If 
the measure of a document’s rightful placing into ‘Scripture’ is its ability to speak 
through the Holy Spirit to those Churches who read it, then the answer has to be a 
resounding ‘Yes!’ 

Whether the writer was Peter himself, or a Pseudonymous scribe writing a 
posthumous letter after the Jewish tradition of the day, the intention is to convey to 
the readers encouragement in the Faith of the Apostles, as delivered by Peter, and to 
deliver a series of warnings against the teachings of some Jewish / Christian 
missionaries whose Gospel is deemed not to be in harmony with that Apostolic Faith.

So, we are ready to look at what 2 Peter actually says - reading it as it was originally 
meant to be read, as a Letter from Simon Peter, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, with a 
warning about False Teachers,

1. Chap. 1; 1-2 - Letter Prescript

1;1 Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,
To those who have received a faith as precious as ours through the righteousness of our God 
and Saviour Jesus Christ:
2 May grace and peace be yours in abundance in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord.

This simple introduction hides some vital theology that the church has ignored at 
various times throughout its history. 

Firstly, and in particular, the statement by Peter himself, as Christ’s Apostle, that the 
Faith that they first received (from him and other Apostles, including Paul), is as secure 
for them as it is and was for those first Apostles.  This is important for the letter, as 
later on Peter will deal with a ‘New Gospel’ If, as he asserts, the Gospel has already 
been delivered to and received by the  Reader, then any ‘New Gospel’ is at best not 
necessary, and at worst, a dangerous deception.  

Secondly, this Gospel is not and must not be attributed to any work of man! It is only 
and ever received by anyone through the Righteousness of the work of God in Jesus 
Christ.  As such it cannot be added to, or detracted from by anyone, whoever they are 
and however important they hold themselves and their new message to be!
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These two implications set the scene for the rest of the letter by putting both Reader 
and Writer on a level playing field. Peter (St. Peter!!) claims no special status, but 
appeals to his readers as equals with him in the grace received through the Gospel. 
This Gospel never debases but rather, always elevates those who receive it, yet never 
elevates those chosen to deliver it over those to whom it is delivered. Those False 
Prophets, who we will meet later on, expose their hypocrisy by setting themselves 
over those ‘ordinary’ lower orders of their fellow Christians to whom they had come 
to deliver their self-gained new ‘Knowledge’

2. Chap. 1; 3-11 - The Christian Life

A good teacher knows that they need to review previous learning before going on to 
the work of the day. Peter does much the same as he reminds his readers of the 
essentials of the Gospel they received from his hand and how it should direct their 
lives. 

Peter’s review is delivered in the form of an ‘exordium’ - an ancient form of rhetorical 
literature in which the speaker attempts to bring the listener to stand on the same 
common ground with him.  A reminder of their common history is used to restore a 
relationship between both parties. Peter does bit by bit like this - 

• Both writer and reader came to know Christ at conversion and 
learned to live that relationship out in a whole new way of living.

• Both have received a wonderful gift of promises which include life, escape 
from the hold of death, a place in heaven, and an escape from end-time 
judgement, as they are already recipients of God’s justice, delivered in 
Mercy through the work of Christ.

• Christian virtues and works are not simple decorations that beautify the 
live of a Christian! They are the very essence of the living out of the 
Gospel in a life of Faith. These ‘Christian Virtues’ make our faith productive. 
Their absence returns us to the blindness of those who have no faith.

• The Christian Faith-Life is a gift! - not a ‘Given’!! Peter, and his readers, 
were both ‘Called’ - ‘Elect’ - to be ‘Holy’ and ‘Pure’ and any other form of 
life declared by anyone else will draw us away from that calling. Conversely, 
the exercising of the Gifts we have been called to confirms to us and to 
others the truth and validity of the Gospel we have received and that we 
preach and share.

3. Chap 1; 12-15 - A reminder of the Christian Life

1; 12 Therefore I intend to keep on reminding you of these things, though you know them 
already and are established in the truth that has come to you. 13 I think it right, as long as I 
am in this body, to refresh your memory, 14 since I know that my death will come soon, as 
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indeed our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort so that 
after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.

This is a particularly poignant little passage, as Peter obviously does not expect to see 
any of his readers again in this life. There is a hint at least here that Peter is making 
provision for his departure by ensuring that those fellow sharers in the Gospel are 
never allowed to forget ‘These things’ 

Was Peter, as he wrote this reminder, possibly thinking of that walk by the Lakeside 
with his Master when he received that great commission to ‘Feed my Lambs’? The Key 
words here seem to me to be ‘remind/refresh’ and ‘memorial’ and both maybe are 
used to deliberately point his readers, and ourselves, to the Last Supper, an institution 
predicated upon both remembering and memorialising. 

4. Chap 1; 16 - 3; 13 - The False Teachers

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he 
received honour and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 
Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 18 We 
ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain.
19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to 
this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 
your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a 
matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by human will, but 
men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

Now we come to the meat of the reason for this letter! It is not just a simple 
‘Goodbye’ letter! Whether you see it as penned by Peter shortly before his death or 
as a posthumous letter sent on his behalf, there is an urgency in it all through that 
speaks of impending, indeed, of existing and present danger and that this letter is sent 
with due urgency to warn and reprove those involved. The integrity of the Gospel 
itself is at stake and this is why the letter was sent.

Surprisingly, and seemingly from the heart of the Jewish/Christian traditions - Jerusalem 
itself - a group of Christian Jews have been touring the areas preaching as Missionaries 
of the Gospel, but not preaching the Gospel as preached by Peter and Paul and the 
rest of the Apostles and this is desperate! Yet these very Missionaries are there with 
seemingly good intent. They want to solve a problem for the second generation of 
Christians and they do it by weaving a man-made answer to this problem, and Peter is, 
rightly, incensed by their actions. 

The Problem - is that at the heart of the Gospel and of their central institutional 
celebration of that Gospel is a great hope - that Jesus will return. Jesus said he would, 
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repeatedly, to his friends, including Peter, and they repeated that promise as they Broke 
Bread week by week ‘… until I come again…’ But - that generation who first 
received the promise were all but all gone, including Peter! So, if the Gospel is to be 
held as true, what about this promise and its unfullfilment? Didn’t that undermine the 
whole story? 

The answer this significant and clever group of Christian Jews had come up with was 
that belief in a second coming was a ‘Myth’ that arose out of reliance on (Old 
Testament) Scriptural prophecies that were simply ‘wrong’ or simply ‘mistaken’ and 
should not be in the Scriptures, so the teaching based on them is wrong and can be 
ignored, without, so it seemed, causing the collapse of the rest of the Gospel message!

Peter will have none of this. He asserts the veracity of Scripture and says that instead it 
is these Missionaries’ message that is made up by man and false. Peter has of course 
recourse to the ultimate trump card here, as he was a first hand witness of the 
affirmation by the Father of the Son - and no-one can overturn that! 

The Real Problem  however, is more deep seated than that, and so needs a little 
more unpicking, by Peter and by us…

Read Chap 2; 1-3a

The real problem is where these Missionaries are coming from Theologically. They 
appear to be a group influenced by the ‘Epicureans’ (nothing to do with fine foods!!!). 
These people sort of believed in a God, but to them he was remote, uninterested, 
uninvolved and un-approachable. Their God was just not interested in them! (Sad!!!!!) 

They were a bit like the Sadducees as a result, for them a remote God could not do 
miracles, or more to the point, wouldn’t be interested in such things. Humanities’ very 
existence was seen as a sort of cosmological accident in which God was somehow 
involved but disinterested, but that religion was a socially good thing - and for this 
group, Christianity was a very good religion and their choice to follow.

Peter now reverses the argument by pointing out that even in the Old Testament days 
there were False Prophets, and they were easily (!) identified - usually by their works. 
Equally today there will be, and more so after I (Peter) am gone, more who devise 
their own Myths for their own gain, and to your loss. So just look at what these 
Missionaries are doing amongst you and then consider whether such behaviour is 
modelled on the way of life that the Apostles and Teachers who initially brought the 
Gospel to you lived?

Quite just what these Missionaries were up to is unclear, but it seems that why were 
chipping away at the ‘Holiness’ teaching as a way of life as illustrated by the Apostle’s 
teaching and examples, and indeed, by the life, passion and death of Christ!
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Read Chap 2; 3b-10a

This opened up the way for a return to the more ‘Normal’ behaviour of the society 
around them as being once more acceptable to those who were Christians. The very 
thing that separated those early Christians from the rest of society was their worship 
of a Holy God by being Holy ‘as God is Holy’ Take that away, says Peter, and what is 
left?

But of course, for those who regarded God as so remote he couldn’t be bothered 
with it all, what does it matter? 

And there was, (and still is) a very enticing reason why such teaching might catch on! If 
we, as Christians, can cease to stick out like the proverbial ‘Sore Thumb’ then there 
will be less opposition; less persecution; less setting up of no-go areas and barriers to 
the better jobs, positions and opportunities to better oneself. 

And if, in the process, this teaching is brought by those who seem to benefit in these 
ways themselves, by being affluent, powerful, even rich!, then all the better!

But, warns Peter, our God is not asleep! Neither is He idle or disinterested, so beware! 
For if He could not ignore the sins of the Fathers, then how will He treat those of this 
generation? 

And so, in Chapters 2 and 3, Peter paints the picture very graphically, of a group of 
men who are not afraid to slander the Prophets, or even Angels and God himself, and 
who make their living from the fear and gullibility of others. Finally, in Chapter 3 he 
comes back to where he started, and reminds his readers (his ‘Beloved’ - for they are 
loved, by Peter and by God!) that although we may be impatient for the things of the 
Gospel and for the ‘Parousia’ or Second Coming of our Lord, God’s time is not our 
time, and so we must be patient and strong and wary of those who come teaching 
other Gospels.

And then he begins to do what any preacher of the Gospel would or should do - he 
builds up the Faith of his readers, lifting them up into God’s time and purposes. He 
closes with a wonderfully intimate exhortation to his readers to stand fast. He gives 
his friend and ‘Brother’ Paul’s letters a recommendation to them as a source of much 
more on this matter, (and it is interesting to note that Peter points out that some of 
what Paul says needs to be carefully, fully and properly understood or may be 
misconstrued!), before closing off with a second blessing really, to mirror the one with 
which he opened his letter - …

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. To him be Glory both now and forever! - Amen’
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