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The First Epistle of Peter is one of what are known as the Catholic Epistles
in the Canon of the New Testament. 

The Catholic Epistles are letters that are, in the main, not addressed to a particular 
person, church or group of Christians. 

The New Testament Canon is the collection of Books that the Church generally 
recognises as making up a body of writings inspired by the Holy Spirit and 
Authenticated by the Church as holding the status of Christian ‘Scripture’ 

So ‘First Peter’, as it is often known, is a part of this body of writings and so 
carries the authority of being recognised as ‘Scripture’ and so ‘Inspired’ by God in 
some way and reliable as a source of Theological guidance.

Authorship… Read 1;1&2…

It may seem obvious that a book called ‘The First Epistle of Peter’ must have been 
penned by someone called Peter, especially as it opens with the name ‘Peter’ 
amongst the list of those addressing the reader, and who claims to be a ‘Special 
Messenger of Jesus Christ’ - or “Apostle of Christ” - implying that the writer is in 
fact Peter the Apostle. 

However, a slight problem with the letter’s language and style has given rise to 
some debate as to whether Peter himself wrote it, or whether some other 
Christian wrote it, using Peter’s name to underpin it’s authority and indicate that 
what follows is at least ‘After’ Peter - ideas and instructions that Peter would/
might have written if he had written such a letter.  The problem being that the 
original language is too good! It is argued that a largely uneducated Fisherman 
from Northern Judea would not have such command of Greek as the writer 
betrays in the letter. Most quotations from the Old Testament in the letter are in 
Greek too, the Greek of the Septuagint version of the Scriptures, not something 
that would come naturally to someone like Peter either.

This argument however, leaves no allowance for our ‘Simon Peter’ having gained 
such skill as he travelled around much of the then known Roman World, or for a 
common interpretation of the comment in 1 Peter 5;12 - part of the ‘Signing 
off ’ at the end of the letter - that ‘Sylvanus’ was Peter’s Scribe, and may have 
‘tweaked’ the language to make it more acceptable and approachable amongst it’s 
intended readers. St. Paul also seems to have used this process, and even, maybe, 
the same Scribe!
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Either way though, this letter is now part of the Canon and so we need to 
confront it’s content in that light. I like a comment made by David L. Bartlett in 
this regard…
‘The question of the authorship of 1 Peter is probably unanswerable. The question of its 

usefulness to the church is not.’

Date of Writing… Read 2; 13-17

One of the central themes of the letter is that of persecution and suffering, so 
some have deduced from this a late date for the letter that puts it later than 
realistically we can think Peter could possibly have lived - i.e. during the great 
official, state sponsored persecutions. However, looking closely at the references 
to the form of persecution and Peter’s exhortation to ‘Honour the Emperor’ it is 
clear that the State was as yet at least ambivalent to this new Sect, and that the 
persecution seems to be mainly verbal and from amongst the ordinary people of 
the towns and cities to which the letter is addressed. Wearing the title ‘Christian’ 
was beginning to be difficult and dangerous socially at the least however, (See 
4;14,16), and such social exclusion is not to be discounted easily as just an 
inconvenience, and the text suggests strongly right at the start that the readers 
are in some way ‘Refugees’ from persecution - possibly of Christian Jews by the 
Jewish ruling parties? So a date within the first 7 decades of the C.E. seems 
acceptable.

Place of Writing… Read 5;13…
Peter signs off with greetings from the members of the local church where he 
finds himself at the time, and he says that place is ‘Babylon’ At the time this 
reference to the already ancient centre where the Jews spent long years in exile 
would be recognised by all Christians (and many Jews in general!) as synonymous 
with Rome. Some traditions have Peter as then holding the office of ‘Bishop of 
Rome’ and that it was in this capacity that he wrote this letter, however there is 
no Scriptural evidence for this. It is likely however that Peter may well have been 
in Rome for some time and that eventually he was martyred there, crucified 
when the real State persecution began to gain momentum.

Themes of the Letter…

We have already considered the introduction, greetings and addresses of the 
intended recipients but it is worth noting that Peter calls them ‘strangers’ to 
those places where they find themselves - i.e. not in general natural born citizens 
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of those places, - but carrying the implication that this is the state of all 
Christians, wherever they are to be found!

Faith is always tested, but your future is Magnificent!…
1;2-12
The testing of Faith is seen as proof of the truth of that Faith. Also, it is not 
random, but in some way it is ‘Planned’ in order to provide that proof, to you, and 
to those who are the source of that persecution.

God’s Holiness calls us to Holiness… 1;13-21
That God is Holy is not something that would be recognised by those who 
worship the Pantheon of gods of the day! So just following a Holy God set Jew 
and Christian apart. 

This Holiness of God is extended to Jesus Christ through the work of the Cross 
- for Peter a Blood Sacrifice’ - and proved through God the Father’s action in 
raising Him from the dead.

And this Holiness is then beacon that reveals what Holiness looks like and a 
catalyst for change in the lives of those who are called to be Christ’s!

Pictures of Holiness… 1;22-…4;19

Picture 1 - A life to match our High Calling… 1;22-2;10…
Peter draws a picture first of the fleeting glory of the flesh, compared to the glory 
obtained through the Gospel. Having received the first taste of God’s Holiness we 
should develop and encourage an appetite for more. 

The calling for ALL is that of Priesthood! The body of sacrifice is ourselves! 

But how to maintain that feeling of being precious in God’s eyes? In the face of 
persecution the temptation to give in to inevitable failure is strong, but…

Christ Himself was rejected too! And He is our pattern. Christ rejected becomes 
the ‘Chief Cornerstone - the secure foundation, for all who are then being built, 
by God, upon that foundation. God builds with ‘Precious Stones’ on the One who 
is (as by J.B. Phillip’s translation) ‘the immensely valuable Living Stone’ It is as if, by 
virtue of being rejected by the World, that we are accepted as Precious in God’s 
sight! - and so we are!!
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Picture 2 - What that Holy Life might look like so surrounded by 
the World… 2;11-18…
Our lives as ‘Strangers’ are to be conducted in full view of ‘the surrounding 
peoples’, (J.B.Phillips),  not so that those ‘peoples’ would cease their games of 
persecution against you and the ‘Way’ but so that your conduct under trial will 
draw them to Glorify God. 

Such obedience to our calling is to be extended to those in authority, even when 
this ‘Authority’ seems not to deserve it! For ‘All Authority’ is given by God for his 
purposes to govern the peoples on His behalf. 
And Peter includes a severe warning to his readers not to use their ‘Freedom’ as 
‘Licence’ to allow wrongs in our lives.

Finally there is a call to respect of all others. ‘Love, Fear and Honour’ towards all 
are signs of a Holy Life.

Picture 3 - Living this out in the Real World! …2;18-3;12…
As with Paul, Peter too recognises some of the problems of such life when 
obedience to potentially cruel Masters, to Husbands or Wives or others who do 
not share our calling, and so Peter addresses some of these potential areas of 
friction…

Servants - Peter and Paul are both accused by some commentators as to their 
seeming support of the status quo of Slavery, yet a simple reading reveals that 
both seek not to ensure the wrongs of slavery be perpetuated, but rather, that we 
recognise such worldly realities in the lives of many, both Masters and Slaves, and 
so would draw them to carry themselves in those roles in such a way as to bring 
glory to the Holy God who calls us! Such advice is, sadly, still needful in our day, 
but in no way does such advice take from us all duty to work towards the 
correction of such wrongs! 

And what an example Peter sets before those Servants, (amongst whom I think 
Peter is including all ‘Servants of the Gospel’ as well as those who served Earthly 
Master)! Peter sets before them all the example of Christ’s own suffering, a 
‘Personal example’ for them each and all to follow of faithful, non-retributionary 
suffering. There is, for Peter, a Healing to be found and purchased through Christ’s 
suffering for us, who had no expectation of or right to such healing, for we have 
all ‘Strayed like sheep…’

A word for Married Christians  Again, Paul in particular is often presumed 
to seek to perpetuate the old order of mastery and obedience in marriage, and 
here Peter too appears to concur.
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But when we read carefully what Peter says to the Wives and Husbands of his 
community we see that he is continuing in the same vein as his address to 
Servants and Masters regarding a manner of living that reflect the Holiness of the 
God who calls us. He is not preaching against being ‘beautiful’ but rather, that such 
beauty should be extended to and underpinned by our behaviour and 
relationships with those closest to us. And remember that many of the married 
people would have found themselves now joined with unbelievers! This is wise 
advice, and the wisest part of it is at the end, for Peter points out that if our 
relationships within our households are not held before God then our Prayer Life 
will be compromised.

Faithful Suffering… 3;8-4;6…
Peter encourages us to ‘be good’ to all, both those within our community (fellow 
Christians), which is after all the 
commandment of our Lord, and 
should be easy!! - and to those 
who persecute us - which is 
never easy, but is still none-the-
less as much a commandment!

Now If we cannot get this right 
within our community, how can 
we get it right to those outside 
our ‘family’ where we are called 
to do good even when it 
results in our suffering for 
doing so! ‘After all, who in the 
ordinary way is likely to injure you 
for doing right?!’ (J.B.P.) is all well 
and good, but at the same time 
Peter says ‘Beloved, do not be 
surprised at the fiery ordeal … 
as though something strange is 
happening…!’

After all, (4;12-end) since 
Christ suffered for us, so we 
should be prepared to suffer, 
for Him, for others and for the 
Gospel!
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Picture 4… Last Days… 4; 7-11
Peter, who is by now facing the end of his own life here on earth, - of his earthly 
ministry - turns our minds towards the end of all things, and asks us to consider 
our lives and our service of others in the light of the end of the current World 
Order. All we do should be done as for God, and in His strength, not our own. 
“Don’t Panic!” - but rather, pray.

Picture 5… What Leadership should look like… 5;1-4…
Peter, more than any other of the Leaders in the Church of the day, could have 
claimed a special role of leadership! After all, hadn’t he been ‘given the keys…’ and 
commissioned to ‘Feed my Lambs’? Yet Peter claims no more than to be ‘An elder 
amongst other elders’

Peter claims to ‘…have seen Christ suffer…’ and so was an eye witness, if not to 
the final act of the Cross, then at least to all the rest of the Passion of Christ, 
including the suffering that Peter himself imposed on his Master by his own denial 
of the Christ! Yet Peter claims no special status, and instructs other leaders to do 
the same. J.B. Phillips translation says ‘You should aim not at being “little tin gods” but 
as examples of Christian living in the eyes of the flock committed to your charge’ 

This is an awesome responsibility on Leaders, especially in a world where 
Leadership is measured by the degree of obedience a leader can inspire in others. 
Yet the reward is great, for it is no less than the approval of the Chief Shepherd!

Picture 6… What about the Youth?… 5;5-7
Peter’s enjoining to be obedient must be read only after an analysis of his 
instruction to and example given of Good Leadership! Submission and Meekness 
should not be confused with blind obedience and weakness! The latter are the 
easy way out, but rather, be patient and your reward is in God’s hands!

Picture 6… Christian Resistance!… 5;8-11 
Again, meekness is not weakness! We are called, not to resist Worldly Powers, but 
rather to resist Evil in all its forms. 

Final greetings… 5;12-end.
In this final address to his readers we see the origins of our practice of ‘Sharing 
the Peace’ We read too that Mark (?the same Mark as was with Paul?) was with 
Peter in Rome, and I like to think that Peter was here giving his church 
community that same Peace that he had received first hand from His Master after 
the resurrection, when Peter probably had no hope ever again of any peace! 
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Readings…

1;Peter… 1;1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
To the exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 who 
have been chosen and destined by God the Father and sanctified by the Spirit to be 
obedient to Jesus Christ and to be sprinkled with his blood:
May grace and peace be yours in abundance.

5;12 Through Silvanus, whom I consider a faithful brother, I have written this short 
letter to encourage you, and to testify that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 
13 Your sister church in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings; and so 
does my son Mark. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love.
Peace to all of you who are in Christ

2; 13-17 For the Lord’s sake accept the authority of every human institution, 
whether of the emperor as supreme, 14 or of governors, as sent by him to 
punish those who do wrong and to praise those who do right. 15 For it is God’s 
will that by doing right you should silence the ignorance of the foolish. 16 As 
servants of God, live as free people, yet do not use your freedom as a pretext for 
evil. 17 Honour everyone. Love the family of believers. Fear God. Honour the 
emperor.

4;14-16 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of 
glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a 
murderer, a thief, a criminal, or even as a mischief-maker. 16 Yet if any of you suffers as 
a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify God because you bear this name.
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