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As mentioned in the last study, many First Century Rabbis (Teachers of Faith) 
had a troop of followers, called Disciples, who had usually asked to be allowed 
into the Master’s Inner Circle of Students. They were usually young men, 
sometimes just married, who would follow their Teacher for a year or two and 
then, having learned the Teachings their Master espoused, would return to their 
normal everyday lives. It was a sort of Spiritual National Service, with the 
expectation that what you learned would make you a better person - a better 
Jew - for the rest of your life. And some of these Rabbis spent at least some of 
their time travelling around as teachers the countryside, with their Disciples in 
tow behind them.

As well as listening and learning from the Rabbi, such Disciples would also live 
the way He lived, and part of their service would be to look after their Master - 
as servants. He would teach them prayers to use and key ‘Sayings’ to learn and 
the like. Fasting and Prayers at certain times and seasons were part of the day to 
day orders, and piety and asceticism - a simple, frugal life of service to God and 
others were marks of such groups too.
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Usually they were expected, as a group, to contribute to the needs of the group 
by supplying food and shelter or funds, often by seeking ‘Donations’ from those 
they met along the way and to whom they and their Master ministered. So, at 
the feeding of the Four and Five Thousand we hear that the Disciples were told 
to ‘Go and gather up the bread that is left’, which they did, in ‘Baskets’ or 
“Haversacks” as we might call them. These were large bags that each Disciple 
would carry all the time for the purpose of collecting ‘Alms’ - gifts of food and 
other items that would both help to keep the Group and also be re-distributed 
to the ‘Poor and Needy’ that they came across along the way. Most travelling 
Jews would carry a similar basket with their daily necessities in it - food and etc.

The nearest to such groups in the Christian tradition 
would be the ‘Friars’ who went from place to place 
teaching and preaching and seeking to follow Christ and 
His Teachings in a similar way, and they too often had a 
group of followers and championed the causes of the Poor 
and Weak in society.

Like the Friars of later centuries, some of these travelling 
Teachers were regarded by the authorities as being a bit anti the establishment. 
Rabbis of the Temple and Synagogue environment tended to more conservative, 
but these itinerant teachers could be a law unto themselves. Some were content 
just to try to do their bit to change the social order of things to the benefit of 
the ordinary Man or Woman in the street, and others, like Jesus, seemed to go 
out of their way to annoy the powers-that-be! - and some even encouraged 
insurrection against the occupying forces. 

And Peter had been called by the Rabbi Jesus to join his group. But 
what do we know about who Simon Peter was before, and what his life 
was like??

Read - Luke 5; 1 - 11

What do we learn from this story about Simon Peter?…

His Work?

His Character?

His Family?
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Peter, along with the others, makes a bold decision to follow this Rabbi. Jesus 
had come to them and asked them to follow Him, which was the wrong way 
round really, but Jesus knew who he was calling.  And throughout Peter’s story 
we begin to see what Jesus must have seen in Peter that first day by the lake-
side…

Read Luke 9; 18 - 22 - 

Peter is not afraid to speak out, and on this occasion he probably surprised 
himself with what came out of his mouth! In another Gospel account Jesus tells 
Peter ‘Flesh and blood did not reveal this to you Peter…’ - so Peter could be in 
tune with God’s Spirit, but…

Read Mark 8; 31 - 33 -  & - Luke 9; 28 to 33 - 

Peter’s outspokenness often got him in trouble! His heart was right! All he 
wanted to do follow his Master, and one day even declared ‘Even if everyone 
else deserts you, I never will!’

But he was wrong! - at least, for the time being!

Read Luke 22; 31 - 34 - 

This was the turning point in Peter’s life! He was 
not the only one to desert their Rabbi, for all the 
others did so too, but for Peter this was the low-
point of his life. He knew his own weaknesses so 
well already, but had hoped, had hoped so much 
that for once he could rise above them, for his 
Master, - the One who had found him and taught 
him and given him hope and love! How could 
Peter ever come back from this 
fall? Instinct and 
shame made him 

run away to hide, but some things follow you 
wherever you go, dragging you back down. Surely 
this was the end! Soon Jesus would be dead 
and all his hopes of ever returning to Him 
dashed for ever… weren’t they???
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Read John 20; 1 - 10 - 

How must Peter have felt at that moment? 

Only once do we get a little hint of what might have happened when Peter first 
met the Risen Christ - when we are told that Jesus appeared to the Disciples 
‘and to Peter…’

Peter’s Rabbi, - his Master and Friend! - called him back just as surely as He had 
called Peter that first time down by the boats on the lake-shore.  For the next 
few short weeks Jesus began again to teach Peter and the others, and it must 
have been wonderful for them as they began to understand something of the 
wonder of the Kingdom that Jesus had been proclaiming. But could it ever be 
the way it was before? On that dark Friday night Jesus had told Peter to care for 
the rest of the Disciples after Peter had returned to Jesus.  Was he up to such a 
challenge? or would he crumble like before?

Then, Jesus was gone! Peter and the rest spend their time at Prayer and in 
Fellowship with each other, and at Worship in the Temple and Synagogue 
probably too. But, what next? On Pentecost the Promise made by Jesus that His 
Father would send his Holy Spirit down upon them came pass, and it is Peter 
who stands before the assembled onlookers to preach to them the first 
Christian Sermon and to declare ‘Repent and be Baptised in the Name of Jesus!’
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In what ways is this Peter different from - 

Peter the Fisherman?

Peter, the one who said with an oath “I never knew the man!!!’

Peter, the one who ran away and hid from Jesus, the Disciples and (if he could) 
from himself?

But!…..

Something has not changed. Peter, (and the others) continue to be Disciples of 
Jesus! Yet there was a problem! - NO JESUS!!!

This was not the first time that they had been sent out on their own though. 
Jesus had sent them out once before at least, and so they did have some 
understanding of what it means to follow someone who is not right there in 
front of them. That time Jesus had sent them out apparently unprepared and 
without any of the usual supplies and supports, and they had come back lacking 
nothing. How would they manage this time? 

Read Acts 3; 1 - 10

As part of their daily ritual the two Disciples, Peter and John, go to the Temple, 
at the ninth hour - (mid afternoon) - for prayer. On their way they meet this 
man who had been lame from birth. Did the two Disciples look at each other 
when they saw him, with a knowing look I wonder - ‘If Jesus was here He would 
heal this Man!’…

And so the ‘Following’ continues, even when Jesus is not to be seen! Nothing 
has changed, and yet everything has changed. The Kingdom is still at work, 
through the Disciples and the Holy Spirit.  Also the reaction of the people does 
not changed either!

The ordinary people are filled with wonder, and turn to Peter and John for an 
explanation. Peter proceeds to preach his second sermon, which we will look at 
another time, and even as his preaching reaches its conclusion, from the back of 
the crowds come the Temple Authorities and the Sadducees. Nothing has 
changed indeed! Peter and John are taken into custody, and that is another 
story…

�6



Luke 5; 1 - 11

5 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding 
round him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, 
left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the 
boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from the shore. 
Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water, and let 
down the nets for a catch.’
5 Simon answered, ‘Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught 
anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.’
6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets 
began to break. 7 So they signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and 
help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.
8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, ‘Go away from me, 
Lord; I am a sinful man!’ 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the 
catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
Simon’s partners.
Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.’ 11 So 
they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

Mark 8;31 - 33

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be 
killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him.
33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. ‘Get behind me, 
Satan!’ he said. ‘You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 
concerns.’

Luke 9; 28 - 33

About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went 
up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, 
and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, 
appeared in glorious splendour, talking with Jesus. 31 They spoke about his departure,
[a] which he was about to bring to fulfilment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his 
companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and 
the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, 
‘Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters – one for you, one for 
Moses and one for Elijah.’ (He did not know what he was saying.)
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Luke 22; 31 - 34

31 ‘Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for 
you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen 
your brothers.’
33 But he replied, ‘Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.’
34 Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, Peter, before the cock crows today, you will deny three 
times that you know me.’

John 20; 1 - 10

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came 
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, ‘They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!’
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in 
at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along 
behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as 
well as the cloth that had been wrapped round Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in 
its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the 
tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from 
Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to 
where they were staying.

Acts 3;1 - 10

3 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer – at three 
in the afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the 
temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into 
the temple courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for 
money. 4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, ‘Look at us!’ 5 So 
the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.
6 Then Peter said, ‘Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.’ 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him 
up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet and 
began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, 
and praising God. 9 When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 they 
recognised him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called 
Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to 
him.
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