
THE WIND THE FOUNTAIN AND THE FIRE WEEK 2 - THE MOUNTAIN 2 

The Second Week of Lent

‘On the Mountains With God’
If it ‘All began with the Dust’ then it very quickly leads us to Mountains! Not if we simply follow the 
Biblical text, but if we look for other Creation accounts then we find ourselves in an elevated place, not a 
garden of grass and field.
Read Ezekiel 28; 11 - 16. What is described, and who is described here?

Ezekiel is a prophet during the exile, and was from the Priestly line. As a young man he was taken into exile and his 
book begins ‘In the thirtieth year…’ - which most commentators regard as being his own 30th Birthday year, and 
so the year in which, had he been still in the Land of Israel then he might have been ‘Priested’ i.e. have begun his 
own Priestly, even High-Priestly ministry in Jerusalem and its Temple! Most of his prophetic utterances are carefully 
dated and whilst some regard these dates as probably inaccurate, there is not real reason to think so, even if in 
later years the redactors and compliers of the final version were working long after the restoration. His 
prophecies are often startling and confusing as they use images that are wild, frightening and enigmatic! Almost 
hallucinogenic in their content (it would appear that Ezekiel was prone to some sort of ecstatic state or trance), 
they can be (Are!) difficult to unravel and make sense of. Untangle them though and you will find that the message 
of Ezekiel is essentially aimed to bring his own people back to a right standing before their God, which for Ezekiel 
is both a spiritual journey, but also a very ethical one. As a priest he stands for the restoration of true and proper 
Temple worship, and of Purity of Heart, but he is also very aware that God’s People are to be ‘Holy’ not just in 
ritual and liturgy, but also in their lives and dealings with others. 

Ezekiel will take us right back to the beginning again! In Genesis we encounter two accounts of Creation, and here 
we find another one, starkly different in ‘vision’ but not in intent! There are other accounts throughout Scripture, 
notably in Job and in many of the Psalms. We should not see these images as being in conflict one with the other, 
but rather as being a ‘synergy’ of images and ideas about Creation - about the God of that Creation - His intent 
and His vision of our place in it!

Ezekiel introduces the idea of the ‘Mountain of God’ but we need to look elsewhere for the first geographical 
mountain in the experience of God’s People, Israel… From then on their Prophets, Poets and Hymn-Writers 
would multiply the Mountain Image many times, but for Israel, quite literally, it all started with Sinai.

Read Exodus 3; 1-21 - Moses and the Burning Bush. 
What do we learn about the place this happened?

The next time we encounter Sinai is after the Exodus…Read Exodus 19;10-19  - what picture is 
painted? How is the Mountain described? - Maybe even draw it!
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Burning rocks and precious stones - not flowers and trees! This is an elevated and ‘volcanic’ place, but is still 
called ‘Eden’ - i.e. the heart of Creation. This is another view of Eden - as ‘God’s Mountain’

The people of Tyre we not regarded as enemies of Israel - in fact they were usually allies and trading partners. 
When even brother ‘Edom’ (Esau’s descendants) allied themselves with the Babylonians, the Phoenicians did 
not. This, it seems, gave them a privileged position and standing in God’s eyes, so perhaps their downfall was 
that in their pride they proclaimed that their prosperity was of their won doing, and not as a result of God’s 
blessing?

Some see in the Ezekiel’s ‘King of Tyre’ an allegory of the Devil - of Satan - who was also there at creation but 
whose pride was his downfall?

Tradition and the story place this on the foothills and sides of Mount Sinai, where Moses had fled to from Egypt 
after killing the Egyptian Slave Master. So that is the location, and it is sheep country, so not the soft, gentle and 
fertile plains of arable lands like Goshen! 

God tells Moses quite plainly that ‘This is Holy Ground’! Holiness is not always encountered where we expect it!

Fire, smoke, lightenings and thunder, storm and noise - frightening in the extreme - Moses tells God the people 
will not come up as they are indeed frightened to do so - by instruction and sheer terror! There is a boundary 
set round the area that is not to be passed - by man or beast - - an ‘exclusion Zone! - God comes down onto 
the top of the mountain - descends - Moses is affected by the Holiness there and his face will glow! It is a 
dangerous place for those either not invited or not ‘Holy’ or ‘Clean’ enough! Physical danger!



Look up Isaiah 6;1-7 - What is the Prophet’s reaction to being here? This prophet too is afraid! - 
mortally afraid of being in that place. It is a good place for Moses, to whom God speaks ‘face to face’ but for others 
it is only through the emblems of fi re, lightening, thunder, cloud and brightness, hail, rain and frost that the 
presence of the Almighty is declared. A Closed Off presence which, whilst a wonder to behold from afar, is as far as 
the People wished to go or know! 

Psalm 24;3 - Does the Psalmist’s answers to his own questions help us or just underline the 
problem? ‘Who shall ascend the Hill of the Lord?’ is a very good and pertinent question. ‘and who shall stand in His 
Holy Place?’ The poet is speaking for all his people. There is a need for a presence on their behalf, but who, now that 
there is no Moses, who is able to - to dare to - stand on that Holy Ground? Even his answer does not help really, 
for there is still that demand for purity at a level that no-one can hope to do more than try and fail! 

Another Mountain
What is needed is another Mountain! This mountain in the desert is too remote, but we are almost glad that it is, 
for we are sure we would not survive such an encounter. And anyway, there is no guarantee of God’s presence 
there! This is a God who comes and goes at His own will and whim. Where do we find a more inviting image of 
presence? Well, we must turn first back to the Psalm from last week - the very long one! Psalm 78;67-69, 
which comes at the end of the story of the Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and of the Exodus and Sinai, of Judges 
and even their first King, to the time of the first Kingdom proper - of David and Solomon…

Yet He rejected the tent of Joseph 
and the tribe of Ephraim He did not choose. 
And He chose the tribe of Judah, 
Mount Zion that He loves. 
And He built on the heights His sanctuary, 
like the earth He had founded forever. 

Echoes of the stories gone before tie this foundation right back to Creation! But there is a problem! ‘Zion’ - i.e. 
‘Jerusalem’, whilst built on a series of hills, is no mountain!  There are features that both Sinai and Zion have in 
common, but it is their differences that are interesting…

Sinai is a place of encounter with God for the People. But it is a place of fear, noise, power, and this is where the 
People begin their journey as the People of God, and as inheritors of the Promise, but the place itself is left behind. 
It did not become a place of Worship, nor a place where they could meet with God. For many years that place of 
meeting would be a tent! Then a local sanctuary developed at Shilo, but for the rest of the Old Testament a new 
place takes centre stage - a new ‘Mountain’ that is not a mountain. 
What do the two places have in common?

And, what are the main differences

Psalm 122.1 - Write it below… 
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Some manifestations of presence are similar - First is God’s Presence of course, and of fire (Fires for burnt 
offerings - smoke filling the Temple and descending upon the Tent when God’s presence was there, and cloud, 
and even darkness (in the Holy of Holies, with no natural light, and light (the ‘Shekinah Glory’ around the Ark 
was the only source of light in the Holiest place. Even some echoes of the earthquake in the shaking of the door 
posts when Solomon’s Temple was dedicated.  

First, that ‘presence’ whilst not to be taken for granted, has the promise of eternity about it! On Sinai God 
showed Himself - in the Temple God is to be found! The reaction of the People to Sinai was ‘Don’t make us go 
there again! But Zion is loved - By God and by the People! Sinai could never be ‘Loved’ - not really! 

Sinai shows God’s awesome presence exactly by excluding the People from it. Also that ‘River’!…

Zion is where God is to be found through His People’s prayer. It is the place of Immanuel - God Is With Us!


‘I was glad when they said to me “Let us go to the House of the Lord!”’ No one was ‘Glad’ at Sinai! Not even 
Moses! He was changed by the encounter, yes, but I don’t think you could say he was exactly busting to go 
back there!



Psalm 46;7&11 - Write it below… 

Psalm46;5 - Write it below…  

Psalms of Ascent… 

Many of the Psalms describe a road or route or progress along a highway or up some steps - of a 
progression from ‘down there’ to ‘up here’ or ‘Down here to Up There!’ These are often referred to as 
Psalms of Ascent. 


Possibly the greatest of these Psalms of Ascent or ‘Songs of the Way’ as you might call them, is the one 
that was heard on the toad to Jerusalem on that day when at long last the true King of Salem came to 
Zion, His Royal City. 

Read Matthew 21;7-12 - then Psalm 118;25-26. What words do they have in common? 

Those words have been imported into our own songs and liturgies and are so well known as maybe to 
have lost their original intent and meaning. We think of them as words of praise and worship, but in fact 
they are an appeal to the One who lives ‘Above’ for help and aid in time of trouble. Literally a cry for help 
to the one who dwells in the Highest Place - God’s Holy Mountain! 


Even as Zion is gained, the presence must not be taken for granted! Psalm 46;10 - Write it below…


Matthew’s account brings the Messiah right into the heart of Zion, God’s Holy Mountain and the place 
He loves. 


However, we need to go back little in the story to find the third Holy Mountain of God…


Matthew, in his Gospel account, seems to like the number 5! His stories, conversations or discourses 
often come in groups of 5 and so on… Matthew has 5 (+1) mountain top experiences in his account… 
five moments in the life of Jesus located on mountains, or at least, big hills!…


• Matthew 4.8  -  Jesus is taken to a mountain top to view the empires of the world during the 
Wilderness experience.Where is this mountain? - It is figurative and imaginative so we can see it 
with Him and experience it too. We see the World Order spread out before Him…


• Matthew 5 - we find the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ - where Jesus turns that same World Order 
upside down!


• Matthew 15;29-39 - He climbs another mountain where the feeding of the 4000 takes place. - 
and we see the Master of Creation at work, providing for His People - not ‘Manna’ but what will 
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‘The Lord of Hosts is with us (the God of Sinai - the scary God) - the God of Jacob is our refuge’ - (The God 
who promised to go with Jacob and be present for him - the God who shows His love for His People through 
His presence amongst them)

‘God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning comes’ 
There is a promise here of eternal presence that is reliable and helpful. Sinai was unapproachable on pain of 
death! Zion may be approached, and the Presence with it, but only if one is properly prepared and acceptable!

‘Hosannah to the Son Of David’ Psalm 118 is another Psalm of Ascent that would very likely have sung by 
pilgrims as they went up the last part of their journey on the ascent up to the City of Jerusalem and the Temple. 
Another Psalm talks of the Pilgrims being tied together by ropes as they went up the steps to the altar. 

‘Be still and know that I am God’ - is all very well, but although we come here at God’s invitation, the Psalms do 
make it very clear that we do not and cannot approach God, even here where He draws us in, in a merely 
casual manner! There is a moral seriousness and a Spiritual correctness that is necessary if we are to stand on 
God’s Holy Hill - i.e. in His presence. These Psalms of Ascent are an aid and reminder to the Pilgrim that the 
journey is there in order that we might be so prepared.



be the reaction of the crowd? - they will see the gift, but reject the giver and so lose the true 
bread! - Remember Psalm 78 and the Israelites’ rejection of God’s good gifts time and again!


Now Read Matthew 17;1-9 - The Transfiguration… 
Can you see any commonalities between this story and those of Sinai and Zion? 

• Matthew 24;3 - when he climbs the Mount of Olives with His Disciples. - And He teaches them 
the hidden truths of the Gospel and what it will cost - the signs of the coming of the Kingdom - 
parables and stories and the end of all things - at least, of the current World Order.


And then, the ‘+1’ - Matthew 28:16 on ‘the mountain to which Jesus had directed them’, the 11 meet 
the Risen Christ, receive the Great Commission and then have to leave the mountain behind but can 
now take the Holy Presence with them, as ‘Children of the Promise Fulfilled’


If the wonder of the Temple Mount and Jerusalem/Zion is the truth of God’s Presence, there on His 
Mountain that He Loves; that is immoveable and yet that is accessible, then the Mountain of the 
Transfiguration we are given a vision of the full glory of Jesus that will be fully revealed at the Ascension, 
and the Wonder of God With Us - Emmanuel - where at last He is revealed without the veil of any other 
image, allegory or filter. 


Right at the end of the Bible, in the book of Revelation, Rev 21;22&23…


I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city does not 
need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 
gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 


the author there is shown a city where there is neither Temple nor Tabernacle, but just the bright, 
illuminating presence of God and of the Lamb. That is the final image God gives to speak of His 
presence in eternity. But on the Mount of Transfiguration we are given a foretaste, for the mystery of the 
Incarnation is there fully revealed, where God is with us, closer than we can imagine or dare to hope, in 
the person of Jesus!
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Moses! Cloud and Brightness! Awe! Presence. Desire to be there and to remain there. Voice. Having to leave it 
behind - yet maybe, somehow, to take it with you too! Moses was transfigured for a time - Jesus has his true 
Glory revealed. Moses ended up wearing a veil (for too long!) but on this mountain it is God whose veil is 
lowered! 


