
THE WIND THE FOUNTAIN AND THE FIRE WEEK 1 - THE DUST 

Ash Wednesday and the First Week of Lent…

‘It all begins with DUST!’
Read Matthew 4;1 - 11

When you think about ‘Dust’ what comes into your mind?…

In the N.I.V. translation of the Bible there are 100 instances of the word ‘Dust’ to be found from Genesis to 
Revelation. 16 in Job alone! - 15 times in the Psalms and Isaiah each! And these books are full of 
imagery - poetic and prophet…

Job 7:21
Why do you not pardon my offences and forgive my sins? For I will soon lie down in 
the dust; you will search for me, but I will be no more.”

Just dwell on that image for a moment or two… What do you see?

Job 30:19
He throws me into the mud, and I am reduced to dust and ashes. 

Last Wednesday we began our Lenten Season with an act of contrition and a ceremonial application of ash, 
- dust! - made from the previous year’s Palm Crosses. 

Job 42:6
Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.”
What do you understand by the word ‘Repent’?

But it is not always that easy!!!! We know, only too well, just how hard it can be during Lent if we are 
attempting in any way to make it more than just a spiritual exercise! That of course is the idea behind a 
Lenten Fast, or other Lenten discipline, be it abstention or taking up a new but difficult task. After a while 
we dry up! We become like the wilderness of the Temptation of Christ. If it were easy what would be the 
point. But what is it that we are supposed to learn from the exercise? If we end up, like Job, just dried up 
dust that once was us? Is it just the submission to discipline? Does God wish/want us to suffer and fail in 
our task? And just what is an ‘Acceptable Fast”?  - at least in God’s eyes. 
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Dust under the bed ‘Someone is either coming or going under my bed!!!!’
‘Dust you are and to dust you will return’ - Genesis 3;19
Dust and ashes
Dust is dirty - mucky - nuisance - negative.  - The Serpent will ‘Eat the dust’ - i.e. limited to that lowest level of life that 
crawls in the dust!
Needs to be removed and/or dealt with.
The Dust of Egypt became gnats or flies that infested everything.
‘Shake off the dust from your feet…’
The end of life……………………………………….. But what about its beginning?

Job pictures how he will one day lie down in the dust from which he came, and revert to that form so 
completely that you will be unable to discern where Job ends and the dust begins! His very being is lost back 
into that from which he came. No-one can put Job back together again. Like Humpty-Dumpty, this Job, if left in 
the dust, is irreparable and has become a random assembly of the most basic of building blocks - the dust!

“Repent’ - an about turn! No going back, 180 degree change of direction is exactly what is meant here and 
elsewhere. Not just stopping in our tracks, but a change that is for good! ‘To repent and be converted is to 
involve ourselves in a lifelong process of change, a renewal affecting every dimension of ourselves and our activities’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+7:21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+30:19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+42:6&version=NIV


Come back to that picture of Clay as Damp Dust - ‘watered dust’ - and reverse the thought… so that dust 
is dried up clay! Clay that has had the life driven out of it! Does it feel like that to you sometimes? It did to 
the Psalmist… and the poet is speaking so often for us with the words we wish we had but cannot find or 
dare not utter!
Psalm 30:9
“What is gained if I am silenced, if I go down to the pit? Will the dust praise you? Will it proclaim your 
faithfulness? - What is in it for you, LORD, if I die? 

The Psalmist, whose life is to sing!, finds, like our own hearts maybe, that the heart that usually is full of the 
praises of God and overflowing with thanks to his Saviour is dry as dust - the very dust of death - for to 
dust you shall return!

Maybe this is why we are at least tempted, as soon as possible, to wipe away the dust from our foreheads - 
we find it arduous and desiccating to bear such a burden. But maybe we should allow that dryness to touch 
our hearts, or more to the point, to recognise the aridness of our hearts, not just during Lent, but maybe 
more often than we care to admit!

Then, perhaps, we will find another side to the story of Dust…

For the story of Dust in the Bible is very far from a tale of aridness and death! The very fact that dry, 
lifeless dust is such a strong image for all the futility of our life here on earth and of its ultimate loss is 
because ‘It All Begins With Dust!’’…

As we bear the dust and ashes of Lent - as we become the ‘Dusted Ones’ - literally ‘Dust bearing dust!’, is 
there another side to it all that speaks to us a different, more lively message? I think there is…

What is dust? - Look at the ashes prepared for last Wednesday’s Ashing ceremony….

and dust or baked dirt from the garden…  

but what happens to this dust when water - living water - is added?  Give out the 
clay………

You get clay… - play with the clay - make something… feel it yield, but not quite 
submit maybe to your will! Moulded it takes on exact images, but worked by hand it 
retains fingerprints - the marks of the maker - Show the picture from near the 
doors of Chartres Cathedral 

What do you see in this picture? - Give out the picture….

Read Genesis’ account of a garden watered by springs rising from 
under the dust… Chapter 2; 4 - 7 & 21 - 24.

This is part of the second account of the act of Creation. This time we narrow in from the Cosmic breadth 
of the first magisterial account, and now we get right down into the nitty-gritty ‘dust’ of the story. 

‘This is the tale of the heavens and the earth when they were created. On the day that the LORD God made earth 
and heavens, no shrub of the field being yet on the earthen no plant of the field yet sprouted, for the LORD God had 
not caused rain to fall on the earth and there was no human to till the soil, and wetness would well from the earth to 
water all the surface of the soil, then the LORD God fashioned the human, humus from the soil, and blew into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the human became a living creature…..And the LORD God cast a deep slumber on the 
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Is that Jesus? - A young God and Adam reclining on - leaning on his Creator - a Master 
Craftsman - who, with his hands (Hands that flung stars into space, to cruel nails surrendered?) 
is forming the dust - the clay - in his own image. - There is something here about God’s Wisdom 
from the poem about Wisdom - where she revels in watching the Creator’s hands at work

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+30:9&version=NIV


human, and he slept, and He took one of his ribs and closed over the flesh where it had been, and the LORD God 
built the rib He has taken from the human into a woman and He brought her to the human. And the human said,

‘This one at last, bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh,
This one shall be called Woman,
from the man was taken this one’

Read it again, silently and slowly, then write in the box below something that 
catches your attention - or puzzles or confuses you, or that you never saw in 
the story before…

Dust - A Double Sign - Dust descending into death, which only works if we remember its opposite - 
Dust from which abundant new life is called forth! - we need these contrasts to get the picture!

Psalm 90
A prayer of Moses the man of God. 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place
    throughout all generations.
 
Before the mountains were born
    or you brought forth the whole world,
    from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

You turn people back to dust,
    saying, “Return to dust, you mortals.”

That third verse only works because of the image drawn by the first two.

And how do such positive images of the very hands of creation colour passages like Isaiah 49, where we 
read…

‘…See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands;’

Have you ever seen the hands of a potter? They bear the marks of creation! And in the case of Christ - of 
re-creation - of Salvation!

In that passage from Isaiah it is of course God who is remembering.  When we, on Ash Wednesday, received 
the dusting of Lent, then we too were asked to join with Him in remembering what He already intimately 
knows - 

Psalm 103:14
for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust.

And Job implores of his Creator…

Job 10:9
Remember that you moulded me like clay. Will you now turn me to dust again?
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Play on the words Adamah and Adam - ‘Earth or Soil or Dust and 
Human’. The English equivalent might be ‘Human and Humus’

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+103:14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+10:9&version=NIV


Lets go right back to that creative act in Genesis…

Where did it take place?…

The one distinguishing feature in a dry and arid dustiness marked that place ‘… and it watered the whole 
earth!’

The God who, to use another Biblical image from the prophet Amos 

‘calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out on the surface of the earth’ 

then reaches down to the wet earth and from that formless red dust in His hands, gently kneads it with 
water from the stream and ‘forms’ it (the Hebrew meaning is that of the work of a potter who shapes a 
vessel) into the form He would have it inhabit - shapes, forms, squeezes and draws the clay until finally He

 ‘… blew into his nostrils the breath of life, and the human became a living creature’

That is very wonderful! - but the imagery goes on when we come to ‘The Promise’  - as made to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob…

One thing the world is not short of is Dust! It is everywhere. Indeed it is the very stuff of which things are 
made! And it is to that very over-abundance that God turns when seeking an image to illustrate the 
Promise…

‘… As the Stars of the Heavens, the Sand of the Sea 
and the Dust of the Earth… so shall your seed be!’

The imagery and message of the Dust is one that will endure. In fact it becomes part of the Promise that 
defines the rest of the whole story of Salvation. 

Jeremiah 18  -  At the Potter’s House

This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Go down to the 
potter’s house, and there I will give you my message.” So I went down to the 
potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel. But the pot he was 
shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into 
another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.

The same prophet has another story about clay and pots. In that stay the prophet is told to purchase a new 
pot, fresh from the potter. He is to make a great show of this purchase! Then, in the sight of everyone, he is 
to smash it into pieces! What a waste! What is the main difference between these two 
stories?…. 

Look back at the picture from Chartres Cathedral. Is this a depiction of a one-off event that happened long 
ago, or can you see it now as an image of God’s relationship with us now and always, if we will let Him?

Remember you are dust - and that God loves that dust so much 
he re-made Himself from it!

4

Where there was both Dust and a spring of water

The pot in the second story has been fired! So when it is smashed it cannot be re-made! It is the story of an 
ending without hope!
But in the first story there is hope - so much hope! There the Potter (think Middle Eastern Coil Potter not a 
modern wheel potter) - has worked for ages building up his pot and then, near the end, just when its glory can be 
seen, or at least, the promise of that glory! - then the pot sags and fails! 
But the clay is still wet! It is still workable. There is loss - the Potter’s time and effort - but not total loss. The 
Potter can remake the pot, ‘as it seems best to Him’


