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CONFIRMATION

COURSE

Week two

the Bible



Opening Scripture Reading… 

From the Second Letter of Paul to Timothy, chapter 3, verses 16 & 17 - 


‘All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to 
God may be proficient, equipped for every work’ 

I know that today’s session is titled ‘The Bible’ but I want first of all for us to have 
a quick look at another document of the Church called 


‘The Catechism’ 


Take a few minutes to look at it…


Who is the Catechism written for? 

Where does it begin? 

What ‘Rules for Membership’ does it contain? 

It is to be found in the Book of Common Prayer, which was first published in 
England as the official book of the Church of England during the time of the 
Reformation. In it are to be found a full set of Liturgies, (Words to be used in 
Church services), a Lectionary (List of readings from the Bible set for the days of 
the year), the rules for the Church, a set of ‘Homilies’ - Short sermons so that 
even when no trained Priest was around these could be read to the 
Congregation - a set of Prayers, a full Psalter - The Psalms set for reading in 
Church services -  and this set of Questions and Answers to be learned by heart 
by all those seeking to be confirmed.
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I know you have not had long to read the Catechism, but there is something 
missing in it that might be expected in any attempt to lay out the beliefs of the 
Church… - what do you think it is?…


Some of the Catechism does come directly from that very special Book that we 
and most people would consider to be connected in some special way with 
being a Baptised Christian. The Israelites - the Jews - were and still are known 
as ‘The People of the Book’ Let us read together this part of Psalm 119 from 
those very Jewish Scriptures…


Your word is a lamp for my feet,
    a light on my path.
I have taken an oath and confirmed it,
    that I will follow your righteous laws.
I have suffered much;
    preserve my life, Lord, according to your word.
Accept, Lord, the willing praise of my mouth,
    and teach me your laws.
Though I constantly take my life in my hands,
    I will not forget your law.
The wicked have set a snare for me,
    but I have not strayed from your precepts.
Your statutes are my heritage forever;
    they are the joy of my heart.
My heart is set on keeping your decrees
    to the very end.

What might this Psalm tell us about the relationship between the Jew 
and the Scriptures? 
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In his little book Rowan Williams says - 

‘One of the things that Christian People characteristically do is read the Bible…’

Is Rowan Williams correct?… What do you think?

So, having been Baptised, and / or having begun to take those Baptismal Promises 
made at the time, in some way or another the Christian is expected to have a 
relationship with the Bible. But that brings along with it some more questions…

What is the Bible?

Who Wrote It?

When was it written?

Where was it written?

and a question that was not in your Homework! - 
Why was it written?
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So, the Bible is not an easy book to pin down simply because it is not really a 
‘Book’ at all, although it is convenient to call it such. It is in fact a collection - A 
Library of books of many different genres and from many generations of 
Authorship. There is History, Poetry, Prophecy, Parable and Allegory, Law and 
Letters,… And the Christian Bible is also in two major sections that we refer to 
as the ‘Old’ and ‘New’ testaments. As Rowan Williams puts it - ‘As soon as you 
think you know what the Bible is, you turn the page and it turns into something different’
And I find that it doesn’t even do that just at the end of individual books! Even 
some of the Parables of Jesus seem to morph into something else as you 
approach the end of the tale! 

But what is certain is that the Bible and Being Christian are in some way 
intrinsically linked, and this link is somehow formed because in some way or 
another the Bible, the Christian Scriptures, are God speaking to us… It is ‘God’s 
Word’, or as we often refer to it - ‘The Word’

Which brings us to a very important question, and one that I am sure most of us 
will have been asked, and will have asked ourselves…

‘Do we really believe everything in the Bible to be true?’ and ‘How 
can we know that, or in what way is the Bible God’s Word?’ …

Let us go back to that short reading from Paul’s letter to Timothy… ’All Scripture 
is inspired by God…’ 
What did Paul mean when he said that?… 

And what about this well known passage from Isaiah…
‘Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.’ - Isaiah 7;14 in the Authorised Version
Who was the Prophet (Speaking God’s Word) talking about?

So it is not easy to pin down the Bible, which makes it quite difficult then when 
we want to know ‘How’ to read it. 
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The Bible as History…
Much of the Bible seems to be some kind of History Story. Indeed, most of it can 
be read that way, especially if you consider the various other books (Poetry, 
Wisdom, etc.) as examples of literature of those peoples in the History Story. So, 
the Old Testament is the History Story of the Israelite / Jewish Peoples, and the 
New Testament is the History Story of Jesus and the Early Church. Simples!!!!!!

Only it is not simple! Without even thinking about the first even chapters of 
Genesis (Creation, Fall, Noah and the Tower of Babel) we encounter big 
problems. Who exactly was Abraham? Why, between the two parallel accounts of 
the Kings of Israel and Judah found in the books of Kings and Chronicles, do we 
get differences? And in the book of Daniel there certainly seems to be 
irreconcilable conflict with what our Archeologists and Historians find in the 
evidence.

If it is ‘In the Bible’ must it be true? - what do you think?

Maybe our quest for Biblical Truth has led us away from the Truth of the Word of 
God.  To go back to the Homework Questions - When and where was it written? 
and Who Wrote it?

The book of Job is quite possibly the oldest story in the Bible, and certainly it 
is set in an age before Abraham was born. There is no reference in it to Temple or 
Tabernacle or to the Law. It was written down in the form we know it as late as 
the time of the Exile in Babylon (which is a whole other story!) but it reads, like 
many of those old stories, as having been devised for reciting to an audience - like 
a one man play. But, was there ever the Man called Job? and does it matter?

Now we could run a whole series of Bible Studies just on this one book (and my 
Dad did!) and still not get to the bottom of it! It bears analysis on a line-by-line 
basis much as you might analyse a Shakespeare Play in English Lit. at school, but is 
also just a good read with a moral at its centre. Yet if we try to take any one verse 
out of context and say of it ‘It is in the Bible so it must be right (or ‘correct’ or 
‘True’) then we will have a problem, as much of it is obviously not so! In the 
Conversations that form the core of the story much is said that is not true - or 
at least, things are attributed to God that are not true of Him!
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What does matter is that we get to the ‘Truth’ in the stories. ‘Stories’ are not just 
tales made up to amuse children. Some people also call them ‘Myths’ or ‘Legends’ 
in some cases. What do you think of as a Myth or a Legend?

At the core of most Myths or Legends there is usually something that really 
happened that is the basis for the story. But again, it is not it’s Trueness that 
matters, but it’s Truth - the ideas that those who put the story together wish us 
to understand. Rowan puts it like this - ‘The Bible is not intended to be a mere 
chronicle of past events, but a living communication from God’

So, if the Bible is in some way God’s message - God’s Story for us, then What is 
that Story?…

And, if that is the Story, how do we find it in, for example, some of the very 
violent and even gory bits of the Old Testament? Indeed, is that story to be found 
‘On Every Page’? at all? 

Rowan goes on to suggest that we ‘Approach the Bible as if it were a parable of 
Jesus’ - as one of His stories. He goes on - ‘The whole thing is a gift, a challenge and 
an invitation into a new world, seeing yourself afresh and more truthfully’

That way we might begin to hear the ‘Whole Story’ That way we can begin to put 
ourselves into the story - see your Homework! And that way we may begin to 
learn how not to misuse the Bible and it’s stories! We can read it in it’s fullness as 
an account of God’s dealing with us, and of our reactions to God, not just in 
simple story form, but through the People’s Laws, Songs, Wisdom and even 
intimate Love Stories!

So maybe, just maybe, our enthusiasm to ‘See Jesus on every page’ is a little 
misplaced! Some of those really difficult pages where Jesus is most hard to find 
might just be the ones where God is holding up a mirror to us! A better 
conclusion is perhaps that we will find ‘Christ at the centre’ - that as Baptised 
Christians read the Bible, they find that ‘The Story converges on Christ’

None of this is to say that we can, or are given permission to, ignore or put aside 
any of the Scriptures! If, - and we have concluded that in some way it is, - if we 
believe it is God’s Word to us, then we are beholden to read it, and to read it 
well!

Which is all well and good, but doesn’t really answer the very practical question 
‘How should we read the Bible?’ - or ‘…Hear the Bible?’
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The Bible in Translation…
One of the things we take for granted about the Bible is that it is in English - that it is 
available for us to read in our own mother tongue. 

Firstly, and importantly, almost every word we read in the Bible has been translated from 
another language. That gives us a problem (Yes, another one!). How can we know that 
our translation is the right one? KJV, or NIV, or GNB, or… Translation is an untidy and 
complex process. How might we deal with this problem?

Another, and related problem here is that we then tend to read it as the product of 
English Culture! Any interpretation of meaning of the text is directly influenced by our 
own culture first, and only if we take care to do so can we get inside the mind and 
culture of the original writers and begin to understand what they originally meant and 
felt and implied. An understanding of their culture is a help for us, but we need as well to 
let the text speak into our own culture too. 

Before the Reformation the Bible used in British Churches, and indeed in most of the 
world, was in Latin, and I guess then that the few who could read Latin made similar 
assumptions about it’s content based on a Roman or Italianate culture. Indeed, any 
interpretation as to it’s meaning was essentially controlled by the Church of the day, and 
ordinary people had to accept what they were told.

The coming of the English Bible however changed that, and furthermore, coming as it did 
at a time when Printing began to make books in general more available, it radically 
changed how the Bible was read in one particular and important way. It became a book 
that could easily be read by an individual Christian, on their own, and not necessarily in 
Church - even by the lowly Ploughman! As a result it is easy for us to forget that for 
most people and for most of history, the Bible has been ‘Heard’ more than ‘Read’ 

The Word in Worship

So throughout it’s history, the Bible has been Heard more than Read and in our own 
Churches the ‘Word’ is still to be heard on a regular basis.  A Community based reading 
of the Bible is an essential part of what Baptised Christians do when they come together 
as Christ’s Body to Worship… and much of our Liturgy is directly from Scripture! Think 
about the B.C.P. response to the readings - ‘Here endeth the 1st./2nd. lesson’ and 
Common Worship’s ‘This is the Word of the Lord - Thanks be to God’ 

How is the Reading of Scripture as part of our Liturgies actually 
‘Worship’ and how should that change the way we approach that part of our services?
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