
ALL SAINTS PONTEFRACT

LEARNING TOGETHER


THE PATRIARCHS 
ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB 

STUDY 1 - ABRAHAM WEEK 2 
The Promise… Given 

Genesis 3; 8-13…(*) 
And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking about in the garden in the 
evening breeze… 
And the Lord God called to the Human and said to him,  
‘Where are you?’ 
And he said, 
‘I heard your sound in the garden and I was afraid, for I was naked, and I hid’ 
And He said, 
‘Who told you you were naked? From the tree I commanded you not to eat have 
you eaten?’ 
And the Human said, 
‘The Woman whom you gave by me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate’ 
And the Lord God said to the Woman,  
‘What is this you have done?’ 
And the Woman said, 
‘The serpent beguiled me and I ate’ 
And …. so the Curse ……..           came into the world… 
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Who or what was cursed? 

What is the nature of the curses placed on the Man and the Woman? 

Is the Curse mitigated by anything God says?  

I find it sort of sad that the first conversation we have between God and Humanity 
is this one! 

After this there are other curses…


Cain - who is ‘Cursed … by the soil that gaped with its mouth to take your brother’s 
blood from your hand!’ (*)

The word for ‘soil’ is the same as the name given to the first Human - ‘Adam’!

This curse is multi-folded. So the Lord God, Cain’s own Father, Adam, Abel’s Blood 
and the soil that received it all speak against - cry out against Cain’s sin. 

But Cain also receives a promise - The ‘mark’  he receives is not to identify Cain as 
accursed, but it is to ? …………………………………………….? 


The ‘Land of Nod’ by the way, in the Hebrew, carries the idea of wandering in its 
meaning. 

That essential theme of the Gospel Story - Judgement with mercy - is woven into 
the story right from the beginning. 


God delivers two more curses - ?………………………………………………… and 

……………………………………………………..? and a 

promise ?……………………………………………………………………………?
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Read Genesis 12; 1 - 4… 

What does God promise Abram here? 

The second part of the blessing runs like this… 

‘I will bless those who bless you, and those who damn you I will curse and all the 
clans of the earth through you shall be blessed’ (*) 

There is, already, a recognition that the life Abraham is being called to may not be 
an easy one. There will be, along the way, encounters with both Blessings and 
Curses, - damning curses at that! 


Read Genesis 12; 4 - 5 

Who goes on the journey? 

The extension of the promise to the World is to its Families - its ‘Clans’ - 
Abraham’s family for now, but all Clans in the future of the promise - in its 
fulfilment. NB This last part of the promise is framed differently from the rest. Up to 
here it is all ‘I will.. - You will…’ but now the language changes to ‘They SHALL be 
blessed’  Through this one man, and his family, what God has planned ‘Shall’ be 
fulfilled - no doubt or mistake, it shall come to pass because the Lord God has 
promised it!


Read Genesis 12; 6 - 9


‘The Canaanite was then in the land…’ - An odd little aside really at this point. The 
land already has its occupants, and the writer / compiler of the story in the form 
we have it today gives a name to those occupants - ‘Canaanites’ - but refers to 
them in the past tense! By his time these people had gone, dwindled out of 
existence, been absorbed into the occupying peoples? His own peoples, the 
Jews, thought they were now the possessors of the land - after their return from 
Exile. Yet the Jews never used or were given the obvious new epithet, - 
‘Canaanites’ - even though they occupied the Land of Canaan. If you look at 
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their history in that land, it was and still is 
always contested. And this idea leads us on 
to the next few verses…

‘And the Lord appeared to Abram and said, 
‘To your seed I will give this land’ (*)

This one phrase above almost every other in 
the Old Testament has echoed down the 
ages and driven the politics and nature of 
the Jewish peoples, has impacted through 
them on the whole world, and continues to 
do so to this day! ‘Canaanite’ here is a 
catch-all term for all the peoples who then 
lived and would live there over the following 
centuries up until the days of Moses.  
‘He pulled up his stakes from there…’ (*) 
This is one of those phrases that comes to 
our language as a universally understood 
description of an act from which there is no 
going back. Abraham had not yet arrived! 
He was still searching for something, which 
we are told, (but not until the New 
Testament), was ‘A city, not made by hands, 
eternal in the Heavens, whose builder and 
maker is God’

However, from now on Abram did 
something at each place he stayed that 
ensured a continuity of presence in his life 
that his wanderings and nomadic lifestyle 
could never give him…

 

‘he built there an……………to the 
Lord, and invoked the name of the 
Lord’ 

Wherever Abram pitched his tents 
he created a place where he and 
his Friend and God could meet. 
One altar in particular will be very 
important to the story, but that is 
as yet in the future. For now his 
‘Stake’ in the land of promise was 
transitory.


(*)  Bible Readings from Robert Alter Translation 
copyright.
TNIV = Todays New International Version
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