
ALL SAINTS PONTEFRACT

LEARNING TOGETHER


THE PATRIARCHS 
ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB


STUDY 1 - ABRAHAM 1 
Genesis 1;1* 
When God began to create heaven and earth, and the earth then was 
welter and waste and darkness over the deep and God’s breath 
hovering over the waters, God said, “Let there be light.” And there was 
light.

This is how the Bible begins. The first 11 chapters of the book of 
Genesis (the ‘Book of Beginnings’) are made up of a set of stories that 
deal on a ‘Whole World’ landscape view of the very earliest history. First 
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we are told about God and Creation, then, we have a series of stories 
about individual people and also about the Human Race.

How many of those people and / or stories can you think of?

All these stories are framed within a ‘Universal’ historical context and 
each group of stories is framed in the text by a ‘Genealogy’ - a list of the 
generations since the previous story, and an introduction to the next 
section. These lists come as a sort of punctuation throughout the first 
few books of the Bible and prepare the reader or listener for the next 

part of the story. One is found in 
Chapter 5, and that one begins 
with the Adam of the Creation 
story and traces the following 
generations through to the 
three sons of Noah, - Shem, 
Ham and Japheth. 

Finally comes Noah’s story and 
the saga of the Tower of Babel. 
Both of these stories too are 

given a general worldwide context, 
and between them comes another 
of those lists of Fathers and Sons. 
This one, found in Chapter 10, is 
different though as it introduces the 
idea of the founding of the Nations. 
It contains some 70 individuals and 
is an explanation of the formation of 
the different Nations that were to be 
found eventually from Greece and 
Crete in the West to Asia Minor and 
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Iran in the East and down to Mesopotamia and Arabia in North Western 
Africa. 

This is an example of the list found just after the Tower of Babel story - 

This is the account of Shem’s family line. Two years after the flood, 
when Shem was 100 years old, he became the father of Arphaxad. And 
after he became the father of Arphaxad, Shem lived 500 years and had 
other sons and daughters. When Arphaxad had lived 35 years, he 
became the father of Shelah. And after he became the father of Shelah, 
Arphaxad lived 403 years and had other sons and daughters. 


The final list in chapter 11;27… is Terah’s family list -

Genesis 11;27 - T.N.I.V
This is the account of Terah’s family line. Terah became the father of 
Abram, Nahor and Haran. And Haran became the father of Lot. While 
his father Terah was still alive, Haran died in Ur of the Chaldeans, in the 
land of his birth. Abram and Nahor both married. The name of Abram’s 
wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife was Milkah; she was the 
daughter of Haran, the father of both Milkah and Iskah. Now Sarai was 
childless because she was not able to conceive. Terah took his son 
Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, 
the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Harran, they settled 
there. Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Harran.

In what way is this list different from those that came before?

Up to this point in the Genesis story the characters are, on the whole, 
very two dimensional. In most cases those characters feel like vehicles 
used to tell the story, rather than real, specific individuals. There are a 
few exceptions - like Enoch, ‘Who walked with God and was not, for 
God took him’ But even then we are not really told anything about him 
and in what way he ‘Walked with God’ As we turn the page to look at 
chapter 12 the way that the stories are told changes. From now on the 
characters are more rounded and fuller, and the story itself turns from 
the general ‘Humanity’ to one family, and then one Nation. It actually 
starts with just one individual.. - Abraham…
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What do we know about Abram from the story so far - (Don’t cheat 
and say what you know about him because you know the story 
already! - 

It may be easier to think about what we don’t yet know about him. We 
don’t yet know anything about his character, or his faith. We just have 
this man, set in the context of his own family and yet also still in a world-
wide context, as a family plucked from all the families of the known 
world. God’s story is not re-set here, but rather, all that has gone before 
underpins the next part of the story. Rather it narrows down from a small 
town (………………….. ) in Mesopotamia , to one fami ly, 
(………………………..) and then down to one individual and character 
and how that man was called by God. God narrows the story down, but 
does so in order that the whole world might be restored.  Abraham’s 
calling is really an echo of God’s call in the Garden ‘Adam, where are 
you?’ 
So we read - 

Genesis chapter 12;1 - *
And the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth…”

Another echo - of what?

‘… from your land… to a land I will show you…’

We do not know, as yet, anything about why God chose ‘Abram’ The 
‘conversation’ is one-sided, but we do begin to learn about Abram’s 
character through his obedience to the call - 

‘… and they set out on the way to Canaan…’

What one word might 
describe Abram here?

* Bible Readings from Robert Alter Translation copyright.
* TNIV = Todays New International Version
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‘Go forth and………………….     ‘


